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JOHN LACY Ey 


SIR, 


Adore that Providence that fixes the Bounds 

of our Habitations. Tho you had a comſide- 

rable hand in my Settlement in the Congrega- 

tion of Proteſtant Diſſenters in Weſtminſter, 
and was the firſt who ſigu d that Solemn Call by 
which I was deſer'd thenceforth to watch for your 
Soul (i your own Expreſſion) yet 1 as little there 
thought as you, that one Great End of my coming 
thither, was that upon your quitting the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel of CH R [. ST, and falling into ſtrange 
Delufions, to the endangering your ſelf and others, 
[ might ſtand up againſt you for the Truths of GOD: 
But he knew the End from the Beginning. 

J return you Thanks for the many Civilities I 
bay” receiv'd from you ſince I have ſbod in a Paſto- 
ral Relation to you. I ſhould have been glad to 
have been more uſeful to you and yours. I heartily 
beg Pardon of G O D, and of you, for my Omiſſiomt. 
I can aſſure you that your changing a Scriptural for 
a Famtaſtical Religion hath been the greateſt Grief 
I ever met with in the Courſe of my Miniſtry. 
What may have provol d GOD ſo far to leave you 
to jour ſelf, may be more eaſily diſcover d by you 
than by another: And I make it my Earneſt Re- 
queſt for your own ſake, that you wonld ſeriouſly 
enquire, | A 
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Ihe Dedication. 

— em. 

1 was much concern d for you, while you ſo dili. 
gently attended on the three Pretended French 
Prophets, with ſo great an Opinion. I then ſear 
the worſt, Caution d you as I had Oportnnity, and 
put up many a Prayer for you. When you ſbem d 
me a few of thoſe Declarations which you after: 
wards Printed in The Cry from the Deſart; 
Atteſted by your ſelf and two other Gentlemen, [ 
intreated the Names might be blotted out, leſt Re- 
ligion might ſuffer, if any Fraud or Fallacy or.con- 
federable Miſtake ſhould be afterwards diſcover d 
in the things Atteſied. When Marion's Adver- 
tiſements came out, you may remember, I in 
owr Study. gave you ſeveral Objections againſ 
them, (ſome of which are mention d in theſe Pa. 
pers) which you made light of, excepting one or 
two, which you promisd me to conſider, though 
you never thought fit to acquaint me with the Fruit 
of your Conſideration. 

When you was pleas'd to ſend for me, upon your 
firft being ſeix d with the Agitations, I plainly ſa 
that my former Fears were far from being Ground- 
leſs: And the Diſorder that follom d, ſeem'd to 
me 4 very Speaking Providence, However I con- 

. tenud my Viſits, and as your Temper and the Cir- 
enmſtances of your Family would allow, I made 
Enquiries, and often ſtarted Difficulties ; your re- 
turns to which diſcover d to me an Averſion to liſten 
to any thing that at all made againſt the Notions 
you were ſo fully poſſeſs'd with. And when you fell 
into one of your Fits, while I was alone with you 
in your Chamber, and under Agitation Addreſs d 
jour ſelf to me in particular, with a Complinzent or 
| two 


4, | ks 


The Dedication, 


imo that I could not in Modeſty ſuppoſe to come 
ow the Spirit of GOD: I muſt confeſs I had 
exough. If the Spirit then really ſpake in you, 1 
ud I am to be a Convert to your New Diſpenſation, 
ad to draw others after me: But I am ſure it 


aſt be upon better Evidence than appears as 
[When Hacket was Guilty of ſuch Execrable Blaſ- 


bewies as our Hiſtorians mention, in the Reign of 
Neem Elizabeth, Religion was aſpersd, and. the 
Puritans reflected on, becauſe he had bern among 
them. We have ſome that give themſelves a Liber- 
ty ever at this Day, of Cenſuring thoſe wha were the 
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unong our Forefathers, upon that Account. Leſt 
there ſhould. be any thing of that kind, when the 
reſent Extravagancies come to be reported to Poſter 
ty, (and who knows what may happen, notwith- 
landing that you have ſo many more among you. out 
rf the National Eſtabliſhment, than from among the 


weat; and with. Thankfulneſs ta G O D to male 
it known to all the World, that though you were a 
Member of that Congregation to which I relate, yet 
yu were far from having any Encouragement either 


in Afecting New Prophecies and Revelations : And 


mbeartily ſorry that I could do no more to di- 


ert and diſcourage you. : 
L Mey the GOD of Heaven prevent the unhap- 
, y Conſequences which ſome are afraid of. May the 


29th of April, and the 25th of May enſuing, which 


great Upholders of ſerious Religion in the Land 


Diſenters ? ) F was willing thus publickly to enter my 


from me, or = any of your Fellow Worſhippers, 


bre ſet a ſpecial Mark upon, contribute to 1 


ö 
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The Dedication. ”— _ 


"- Comvihion, and not lead to Deſperation. May m 


umdeceiving thoſe whom you have ſeduc'd, 4s yin 
fte ad of pretending to Bleſs 4 


 wnavoidably be expos'd to, that continue 


may be Glorifyd, His Servants Comforted, you 


then ſee your Error and Retra# it as publickly a 


* 


you have Eſpous'd it; And be as Arion "i 


have been in ſpreading the Deluſion. May you is 

4 to Curſe others i 
the Name of the LORD, ſecure a Bleſſing 
your ſelf, and eſcape the Curſe that all thoſe u 


zgktin 
. GOD. wu 

ry Tour Pious Conſort ſtill have Divine Sh 
ports under ſo Severe an Exerciſe ; and your agreei 
able Off-ſpring prove Ornaments to Religion as thy 
grom up. May you fall under that Regret that ii 
neceſſary to your Settlement in the Divine Favon, 
after ſuch foul Miſcarriages. May you walk bun 
with GOD all your Days under a Senſe of then, 
and return to a Regular Courſe of Duty; that GON 


Family Preſerv d, the Preſent and Future Genert Ws, 


tions Edifyd, and your own Peace and Safety ſecur d f 
is and will be the Hearty Prager, of * i 


Sir, . | 1 U. 


Your Servant for JESUS ſake, 


Edmund Calany 


ind 
wh 
He 
fuf 


JEREMIAH XIV. 14. 


Then the Lord ſaid unto me, The Prophets Propheſie Lies in 
my name : 1 ſent them not, neither ſpa ke unto them. 


and a tbing of nought, and the Deceit of their Heart. 


40 Perſonate Earthly Princes, and to pretend to 
tranſact with others in their Names, without being 


reputed the higheſt Inſolence. And as the Majeſty 
of Heaven infinitely ſurpaſſes that of any Princes 


Mankind about, are un{peakably more Noble and Momentous 
than thoſe that Human Envoys have in their Inſtructions, ſo 
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to act the Part of immediate Meſſengers from Heaven, and 
ad * loyd, and call'd, and ſent. And yet there have been many ſuch 
bold Undertakers both in the Jewiſh and the Chriſtian Church. 

hat there were ſuch in the former my Text bears Witneſs : 
and that there would be ſuch in the Latter, was ſignify'd be- 


— 
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Text, may be met with again, Chap. 23. 21. J have not ſent 
beſe Prophets, ſays GOD, yet they ran: I have not ſpoken to them, 


ein, Chap. 29. 9. They propheſe fall in my name ; I have 
ut ſent them, ſaith the Lord. "There appear to have been many 


the Grand Charge brought againſt them was this, that they 
ated of their own head, and pretended to bring ſpecial Meſſa- 
ges from the GOD of Heaven, which were either the pure 
korgeries of their own Brain, or the Dictates of an Heated 
Fancy, and deluded Imagination. The People of GOD were 
indeed at that time ſo happy, as to have ſome among them, 


who being immediately inſpir'd, did by a ſpecial Order from 


/ Heaven point out 'ſuch Pretenders to them ; and by giving 
uff cient Proof of their own W they laid we . 


— . 
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They Propheſie unto you a falſe Viſion, and Divination, 


Empower'd and Commiſſion'd, has in all Ages been 
pn Earth, and the things which the Great GOD treats with 


he Crime muſt be proportionably Greater, for any to preſume. 


Extraordinary Agents for GOD, whom he hath not em- 


forehand, by our Blefſed Saviour and his Apoſtles. 
There were many Falſe Prophets as well as true in GO D's 
acient Church, and they were frequently complain'd of, by 
ech as gave good Evidence of their own being truly inſpir'd 
0 Wf GOD; but by none more freely and frequently than 


his Prophet Jeremy. The ſame complaint as we have in the 


yet they Prop heſied. And again, Chap. 27.15. I have not ſent them, 
aith the Lord, yet they Propheſie a Lie + name. And yet a- 
p to you 
P 


uch when the Jewiſh Church was in its dechning State: And 


. 
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A Caveat againſt 


heard their Report, under an Obligation to acquieſce in it: But 
though we that Live in Goſpel-times, and are liable to the 
ſame Danger, have not in that reſpect the ſame Happineſs, we 

et have General Warnings given us of Falſe Pzophets, and 

harges to beware of them; and thoſe that are in the Office 
of the ſacred Miniſtry, whom our Lord. hath employ'd As his 
Watchmen, and promis'd his Preſence with, are bound to do 
their endeavour, by Rational and Scriptural Arguments to de. 
te& them, that the Flock of Chriſt may not be ſeduc'd. God 


Arne 


has not left us without Witneſs. We need not be imposd 


on, if we'll duly ſtand upon our Guard. $a 
Tis well known that a new ſett of Men hath Lately ſtarted 
up among us, who pretend that immediate Inſpiration is reviv'd, 
and claim an equal Regard with the Ancient Prophets of the 
Lord ; and take upon them to ſpeak as in the Perſon of GOD, 
and declare that they bring aſpecial Meſſage to us from Heaven; 
by which cps * wy been amus d. I have been call'd on not 
only by my Office in General, but by a Charge under the 
pretended. Inſpiration in particular, deliver'd to me in pri. 
vate, to ſearch into the whole matter: And having as carefully 
_ examin'd their Pleas, and enquir'd into Circumitances, as [ 
could conceive to be neceſſary or requiſite, I think my elf 
oblig d to declare, that I am upon the whole fully ſatisfyd 
- that my Text is as applicable to them, as ever-it was to any 
in the days of Jeremy: Nor am I afraid notwithſtanding their 
Threatnings ſo freely pour d out againſt all that ſhall dare to o 
poſe them, to give it as my fixed Judgment, that they who ſet 
uP for Extraordinary Prophets now among us, Propheſie Lies in 
the name of God, and that he ſent them not, neither ſpake unt 
them; but that they Propheſie unto you a falſe Viſion, aud Divins- 
tion, and a thing of nought, and the Deceit of their Heart. In ſhort, 
their Pretended Propheſies, are partly Impoſtures and partly 
Deluſions. | Y ab ne” 
I ſhall ſet before you the Grounds upon which I form this 


Judgment, by ſhewing. you, 


1. That no Men have from Scripture any Reaſon to expett 

a farther immediate Inſpiration for General Uſe ; or any Pro- 
miſe that they can faſten on with -juſt Aſſurance. 
| . 2. That a New immediate Inſpiration is not really needful 

in the Preſent Day. n I 
3. That there is nothing as yet diſcover'd in thoſe Rhap- 
ſodies that are call'd Prophetical Warnings, that would make it 
worth while for GOD to be at the Expence of a New In- 
4. Tb. g of Spiri d Rules 

4. That upon trying of Spiritg, according to Proper N 
our Podern Pꝛetenders muſt be Caſt and Condemn d. The 
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New Pꝛophets 
5. That tracing the Falſe P2opherg which the. Writings 
if the New Teſtament foretel us would ariſe, from one Age to 
mother in the Chriftian Church, thefe Mem Pꝛetenders appear 
much of the ſame Stamp and Spirit and Defign. | 

6. That they give us no ſuch Evidence of their Miſſion from 
60 D, as Reaſon and Scripture allow us to demand. 

And Laſtly, That ſeveral Matters of Fact that relate to them 
which are well atteſted, and the Account which they them- 
ſelves give of ſome Circumſtances, naturally lead to ſuch 
Objections as make it utterly incredible, that they ſhould be 
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I. The Firſt Aſſertion J advance is this: That no Men 
have-as far as I can diſcern any Reafon from the Word of 
60D, to expect a farther immediate Inſpiration for General 
Uſe, or any Promiſe of it which they can faſten on with juſt 
Afurance. I pretend not but that GOD is as able now to In- 
ſpire Men as ever. I aſſert not that it is any way impoſſible, that 
a new Inſpiration ſhoald be afforded, and ſuitable Miracles 
to back ir, before the end of time: But I think we ought to 
make a wide Difference berween what GOD may do if he 
— and what his Word gives us juſt Reaſon to expect 

will do. Nay, I'll go further: I think a Great differ- 
ence' is to be made, between G O D's Communicating His 
Mind in a way of Fnfpiration to ſome particular Perſons, in 
ſome extraordinary Caſes, and his giving forth Inſpiration for 
the General Uſe of his Church. After diligent ſearch I cannot 
find in all the Book of G O D a certain intimation, that he 
would do any thing of this kind, after theDeath of the Apoſtles. 
The Old Teſtamem hath many Predictions and Promiſes of a 
freſh effuſion of the 2 in a way of Inſpiration, in the 
Days of che Meſſiah; this juſtly encourag d an expectation 
of it beforelland, and both made a full ſubmiſſion to it juſtifiable, 
and pav'd the way for ſuch a ſubmiſſion. When our Bleſſed 
Lord who viſtbly bore all the Characters of rhe Promiſed Mef- 
ſab, brought in that New Diſpenſation that had been before ſo 
much ſpoken of, Confiderate Obſervers readily fell in with it. 
Our Lord alfo gave his Diſciples in his Life time a punctual 


Promiſe of the Spirit of Truth, to lead them into all Truth, John 26. 
And to Inſpire them in their Writings : Which Pro- 13: 


miſe they had good Reafon to expect would be accom- 
pliſned; and we alſo have Reaſon to account its Accom- 
lihment our ſecurity in depending upon their Writings. 
ad we in like manner any plain ſignification in our Sacred 
Records, that after the firſt ſettlement of Chriſtianity, and 
the finiſhing the Canon of Scripture; that ſome Ages after 
Inſpiration had been wholly withdrawn, The Spirit of- Pro- 
3 B 2 pheſy 


1 A Caveat againſt 


- pheſy ſhoyld again be reſtor'd unto the Church, we ſhouli 
ave had Reaſon to expect it, even tho' its coming was lo 
deferr d: We might — concluded that it certainly wou 
come, before the end of Time, tho we had been uncertain when 
But now that we have no ſuch Hints in Scripture as fairly cu 

bear that Senſe, eagerly to look for any thing of that kin 

- while greater matters are neglected, is to imitate the ſim 
Rev. 19. 10. 


1 


Man, that ſtands gazing upon the Heavens, without minding 
his way, till he falls into a Ditch. 

"Tis true; The Teſtimony 25 Jeſus, is the Spirit of Propheg, 
and will ever be ſo. The Prophetick Spirit that was pouy{ 
forth in our Saviour's Days, was deſign'd to be a ſtandin 
Witneſs for him in all Ages ; but it does not therefore folloy 
that it muſt be pour'd forth afreſh in 2 Age, or indeed in 
any Age, after it was once withdrawn. That Spirit of Pra. 
phecy that appear'd at the ficſt ſpreading of Chriſtianity, wg 
_—_ to give a Convincing Aſſurance to all that woul( 
conſider it (whether they liv'd at that Time, or in the Ages 
following) that our Jeſus was the true Meſſias, of whom there 
were ſo many Promiſes made, and ſoon after whoſe appearance, 
there was to be an Eminent Effuſion of the Spirit; 'twa 
deſign'd to be a full Proof of Chriſt's Miſſion, and the Divi. 
nity of his Religion, even to the End of the World: But thut 
this Teſtimony muſt be given to our Jeſus anew, almoſt 170 
oy after he left the World, is not intimated, nor any thing 

e ic. 

The Paſſages of Scripture that have been moſt urg'd, are 
bel 2. 28. theſe. The firſt is the Prophecy of Joel. And it ſhall comen 

29. Paſs afterward, that I wil pour ous my Spirit upon all Fleſb, and jun 
Sons and your Daughters ſhall Propheſie, your Old Men ſhall arean 
Dreams, your young Men ſhall ſee Viſions : and alſo upon the Servant! 
= and upon the Handmaids in thoſe days will I pour out my Spirit. The 
=_ fecond is, that ſaying of St. Peter concerning our Saviour, 
. ;. 2:. Hoem the Heaven muſt receive, until the times of reſtitution of all 
| things which God hath ſpoken by the Mouth of all his Holy Prophet 

ſence the World began : And the third, is that ſaying of the An- 

Rev. 10. 11. gel to St. John, thou muſt Propheſie again before many People, and 
" Nations, and Tongues, and Kings, But I cannot fee that any one ot 
them, nor even all of them put together, give ſufficient ground 
to warrant a certain expectation of a return of the Spirit or 
1 the Chriſtian Church, after it once had been witl- 

rawn. | 

The Prophecy of Joel is moſt urg'd in this Caſe, and hath the 
Greateſt ſtreſs laid upon it by our Mew Pzophets and their 
Abettors, and therefore Tl conſider it the more largely, and, 
ſhew you both the true Senſe of it, and to how little purpolc 
it is produc'd by our Modern Pzophets, to ſupport their oy 


New P2ophets. 
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a h ©] may lead ou into the true Senſe of the Prophecy, Fl 
l In — — as it foretèls, and the time referr d to when 
al te Prediction was to be accompliſh'd. 


1. The Thing that the Prophet Joel foretels, is GOD's afford- 
ing a Plentiful Meaſure of his Spirit. 7, lays GOD, will pour our 
m7 Spirit, i. e. 1 will not barely conferr it as before, but in a 
lirger Meaſure, and a greater Abundance than ever. 1 will 
fl my People with all good Gifts and Graces ; ſo that not only 
Knowledge and Holineſs ſhall peculiarly abound and ſpread, but 
I will give many and divers Extraordinary Gifts, that ſhall 


7 make it appear how much my Church is in my Favour, and 
ing exceedingly add to the Luſtre of it. I will pour out 2 Spirit 
on ll Fleſb : 7. e. upon ſome of all Sorts, and every Conditi- 


on, without Excluſion of any, by Reaſon of their Country, 


x 
0 Sex, Age, or Circumſtances. The Gifts particularly menti- 
ond, that ſhould be freely and DRY afforded, are Pro- 
uld teſer, Dreams, and Viſions. The Perſons on whom its ſaid theſe 


Gifts ſhould be beſtow'd, are Sons and Daughters, young Men 
and Old, Servants and Handmaids, GOD declares he would con- 
ferr the excellent Gift of Prophecy very liberally, on eirher 
Old or young, Male or Female, Bond or Free, as he ſhould 
ze would be for the Good of his Church: Revealing his Will 
o them by Dreams and Yiſions, as well as by clear immediate In- 
pirations. The meaning is not that when this Prophecy ſhould 
te accompliſh'd, all Perſons without exception were to partake - 
of theſe Extraordinary Gifts. That is indeed the Fancy of 
thoſe that affe& ur.trodden Paths in our Times ; they will 
have it that every one was to have a Share in the Miraculous 
and Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit; every one to have a Pro- 
phetical Touch, when the Diſpenſation promis'd, was to take 
place in the Church: But this is altogether without Foundati- 


"he Hen. St. Paul expreſly diſclaims it; and crys out, Are all Apo- , Cor. 13. 
ur, er? are all Prophets ? are all Teachers ? are all Workers of Mira- 29. 30. 


cles? have all the Gifts of Healing? do — ſpeak with Tongues ? do all 
interpret? He intimates that this could not be. Every one 
could not have ſuch Gifts. But having in the beginning of 


and fie Chapter reckon'd up the ſeveral Ways in which GOD was 
: of MWpleas'd to pour forth his Spirit, he adds afterwards, All theſe 
nd rerterh that one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to every Man, ſe- „. 
of Wveraly as he will. The meaning then of the Prophecy in Joel 
th- Nis this, that peculiar and extraordinary Gifts were to be more 
commonly and generally beſtow'd than ever before, but that 
the they would be differently diſtributed, and dealt forth among 
en particular Perſons, as GOD in his infinite Wiſdom ſhould | 
nd, chink fit; fo as to keep up Order, Superiority and Inferiority, 
ole W Teachers and Learners in the Church, without which nothing 
= but meer Confuſion could be expected. wt. 


T. 11. 
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2. The Time when this Predigtion and Promiſe was whe 


made good, is not 2 cifyd by the Text in 77 
It gives us no other light as to that, than by faying, it oo come ty 
of, afterward: but if we conſider the Connection of this Pro. 
vey; the uſual manner of the Prophets, and the poſitive Deter. 
mination of the time of the accompliſhment of this Prediction 
that we meet with in the New Taſtament, we may T ſhould think 
de abundantly ſatisfied. I 4. come to * „ that 
1 will pont out my Spirit upon all Fleſh: i. e. r the makin 
| che Promiles that had been er uh recited. For 605 
18s pleas d here for ſeveral Verſes together, to relate to his Peo. 
ple, what great things he would do for them in Temporals; 
what Peace and what Plenty he would afford them, that ſhould 
cauſe them to rejoice in his Favour: And then he adds, after. 
words, I will pour out my Spirit. Thar is, after the former Pro. 
miſts have been made good; and parricularly, ſome time after 
the Return from the Babiloniſh Captivity, which was to make 
way for the other promiſed Bleſhngs. Or we may take this 
Word afterwards, to point to the Days of the Mefliah, ro which 
the Ancient Prophets uſually referr'd, when they gave forth 
to the Chureh and People of GOD any remarkable promiſes 
of Spiritual Bleſſings, which they all agreed were then to v 
bound. Bur St. Peter infallibly dire&s us to the time when this 
Promiſe was fulfilled, by citing the very words of the Prophet 
*Toel, and declaring that then, and in his Days, they were to 
be verify d. For ſpeaking of the pouring forth of the Spirit 
on the Apoſtles at the time of Penrecoſt, which ſtruck the 
Spectators with amazement, he fays expreſly, This is that 
which was ſpoken by the Prophet Joel, &c. After which he re- 
cites the very Words of his Prophecy, with very little un- 
riation,ſeving that inſtead of afterward in the Prophet, he puts in 
in the laſt Days. Whence it is eaſy to obſerve that Joel s afterward, 
and the Laff day; of St. Perer are all one. And by St. Peters 
calling rhoſe the [off days in which he liv'd, and in which he 
dechres this Prophecy and Promiſe was to be fully acompliſh'd 
we are at the ſame time taught how ro Conſtrue that Phraſe of 
— s, in a great many places both of the Old Teſamen 
and the New. Tho? ir cannot be deny'd that we are ſome- 
times thereby to underſtand, the times that ſhould immediate- 
byprecede the Conſummation of all things, and the general Judg- 
ment, yer in many places we are to underftand it of the Lift 
days of Feruſalem, and the Jewiſh State. For the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem and the rejection of the Fews, is reckon'd the End of 
the Old World, and the coming in of the Gentiles under the 


2.66. 22. Goſpel, is as a new World: And accordingly calfd a Nev 


auen and & New Earth. The Laft days therefore in which 
St. Peter declares the Prophecy. of Joel was to be fully _ 
$24.4 p 
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he pid, are the Days juſt before, rhe 2 votable day of tht Joel 2. 37. 


3 


be in, chat is mention d both by the Prophet and the Apo- .. 
ie, which without doubt is directiy meant of the Day ef 
% Ienſalem s Deſtruction, which fell out within Forty Years 
ro. er our Saviour's Reſurrection and Aſcenſion: Tho' tis at 


er. Ide ſame time poſſible that there might be ſomething in 
on be attending Horrors of that „that might be very Em 

nk Wilematical of the Terrors that will attend the General future 
bat Conflagration. However, this being a direct Prediftion of what 
ng Would come to paſs before the Deſtruftion of Jeruſalem b 

D be Romans, and it being viſibly and remarkably accompliſh'd 


ut Age which the Apoſtle aſſign'd for its being verify'd, it 
follows, | 


it That it is produc'd to but very little purpoſe, to ſupport the 
er. pretences and ExpeQarions of thoſe that in our Day fer up for 
o. Prophets. The Apoſtles. indeed prov'd the Truth and Reality 
ter of their Divine Inſpiration, from the Scripture Prediction, 
ke Which was in their Caſe fulfill'd, which has been the Common 
iis ay fince GOD has began to reveal his Mind and Will in 
ch Wilriting. The- firſt Revelation muſt barely depend on the 
th {Concomitant Evidence that attended it: But Revelation being 
ſes pace begun, it has been a conſiderable ſecurity, that a New 
* Wevelation or Inſpiration has till had one before it, that has 
nis repar'd and made way for it, and given it a conſiderable Con- 


nation. Thus Moſes foretold the Prophets that ſhould come 
after him, to inſtruct, and guide, and warn GO D's Ancient 
eople Iſrael; and when thoſe Prophets came, they appeal'd to 
Miſer. The Prophets diſtinctly foretold the Meſſiah, and a far- 
her more noble and more tiful Effuſion of the Spirit in 
us Day, and ſoon after his Appearance: And the ſuitableneſs 
ff the Event to the Prediction was a ſatisfactory Confirmation 
d Confiderare Obſervers, that both the Prediction and the 
vent that anſwer'd it was from GO D. And this was St. 
es Argument with the SpeQators of what happen d on the 
ay of Pentecoſt. You ſee, ſays he, the Spirit pour'd forth re- 
narkably upon us. Behold this is a Verification and accom- 
lihmenr of the Prophecy of Joel. That Prophet forerold juſt 


m uch an Effuſion of the Spirit as this; and that at this time. 
e. lud they being certify d that this was the very thing that the 
te- rophet had predicted, and this the very time which he had 
to. Wointed to, they could not but be ſatisfy d that the Apoſtles 
lt Were indeed Divinely Inſpired. Our Podern Pꝛetenders 
of Wherefore are for taking this courſe too; and they appeal to 
of ee, as St. Peter did, but with this difference, that they have 
he Wi Warrant for ſuch an Appeal, and at the ſame time they con- 
r Fadilt the Scriptures by pretending to make one. | 
f They have no Warrant for ſuck an Appeal. St. Peter could 
"IG I 


as 
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indeed ſafely ſay, that what then befel him and his Brethg 
was that which was ſpoken by the Prophet Joel, becauſe hey 
really Inſpired, and "Taught by the ſame Spirit as that Progfy 
was, and in the ſame manner too, of which he was able y 
produce good: Evidence: But for others, as to whom it is ben 
aſſerted, and not evidenc'd that they have any peculiar Gf 
above their 1 to pretend to ſay ,that their Caſe j 
ſwers Joel's Prophecy, is much the ſame, as if they ſhould 
us, they were the Old Prophets riſen from the Dead. 
- Herein they plainly contradict the Scriptures. Our Sacnf 
Oracles aſſure us, that St. Peter, whoſe being Inſpired, we hu 
the leaſt reaſon to call in queſtion, apply'd the Prophecy 
Joel to the particular Age in which he liv'd, and no other; 10 
by way of alluſion, but directly; intimating, that there wy 
and would be a concurrence of all the Circumſtances mention 
This, ſays he, is that which was. ſpoken by the Prophet Joel: Which 
ſufficiently argues, that there was no Age before, in which ith 
been fully made good; and that there was no need of expeQing 
any After-age for the compleating it: For Perſons then to fiy 
that that Prophecy of Joel is to be yet more fully accompliltt 
in our Days, is to fly in St. Peter's Face, who intimates, that th 
full accompliſhment of ic was begun by the Effuſion of the 
Spirit on the N of Pentecoſt, and would be finiſh'd in that Apr 
preface. Tis ſaid, * That zhis Prophecy is allow'd by many not to l 
10 the Cry fulfll'd by the Pentecoſt,” but that a more full Ac:ampliſhment therif 
| from the Be. ig yer to come. I doubt, it would be hard. to find thoſe many, ei 
A2, pag. s. cept among the Jews, with whom the remarkable Events of the 
| Day of Pentecoſt ſtand for nothing. Some few, I know, then 
have been among Chriſtians, that have inclin'd that way; b 
as their number hath been ſmall in compariſon, ſo neithet 
. is it eaſy to reconcile them with St. Peter, who by Authorig 
| from GO D, poſitively aſſures the Fews, that what was ſpoke 
by the Prophet Joel, ſhould be fulfill'd in their time; 7. ebe 
tween the time of his ſpeaking, and the coming of that great au 
RE; notable Day of the Lord, in the Subverſion of their Church ind 
S.ͤ1ate, to make way for a Diſpenſation entirely New, of whid 
[ 
| | 


. 
'y 
x 


the Ancient Prophets ſo often had given them warning. 

Tis a vain thing here to ſay, That ſundry Scripture Propbe 

cies have a double Accompliſhment, and therefore ſo migit 

this Prophecy of Joel among the reſt; one in the Days of tit 

| Apoſtles, and another ſundry Ages afterwards :' For tho I cat 

nor ſay, but the Antient Prophets do mention ſeveral Paſſage 

+ M bis «c- that had a double Reference, one to their own Times, a 

compliſh- another to the Times of the Meſſiah; (nor can I ſee that vil 

3 danger in allowing this, that the Ingenious Mr. Whifton T k 

| 7. Mader, preſents;) yet we find no Paſſages of theirs, that firſt refer ts 
| 


| 
| 
| 


pag. 13, &c, the Times juſt after che appearance of the Meſſiah, and 55 
| 0 — 
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refer to a new Diſpenſation to commence above Sixteen hun- 

dred and fifry Years afterwards. It has indeed been a pre- 
ling Notion, that-the account which is given by our Saviour 

in the four and twentieth of St. Matthew, refers partly to the 

me of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and partly to the end of 

"the World, and the Attendants of the Final Jugdment; or ra- 

4 fither, that the one was a repreſentation of the other. This Icall 

not into Queſtion : Nay, I conceive it probable, that the Diſ- 

tiples might apprehend it would be ſo, by their thus wording 

ha ebe Requeſt they preſented; Tell ws, when ſhall theſe things be, \,,. 4. 2; 

md what ſhall be the fign of thy coming, and of the end of the World: a 

But this is very different from ſuppoſing St. Perer under In- 

ration to aſſert, that that Old-Teſtament Prophecy was ful- 

filled in his Age and Day, which was more compleatly to be ful- 

a lcd in a new Diſpenſation, ſo many hundreds of Years after- 

u vuds, without his giving the leaſt hint of it. This is ſo peculiar 

an Inſtance that it would be hard to find a parallel. 

'Tis Objected, that the Apoſtle explaining and inſiſting on the * Mr. Lacy's 
ee of Joel, of God's pouring out his Spirit upon all Fleſh, recites Wirnings, 
e, and Blood, and Smoke, to attend that Day. Now that General pig 3. 
Yudgments attended the World upon the pouring out the Spirit upon 9 
he Apoſtles, no way appears, or will: And therefore there muſt 
e 7 — fulfiling of the Prophecy of Joel. But he that reads 
be Hiſtory of Joſephus, will find ſuch an Account of Wonders 
In Heaven above, and Signs in the Earth beneath; fuch Blood, 
nd Fire, and Pillars of Smoke, preceding and accompanyin 
er: ehe Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, that he'll ſee no occaſion to ſeek 
for any farther Completion of the Prophecy in the Letter of ir. 

Many are the Prodigies related by that Hiſtorian, which 
portended their DeſtruQion. There were dreadful Thundrings, 

and Lightnings, and Earthquakes. The Effuſion of Blood that 

was amongſt them, was incredible; partly, through their inte- 

tine Diviſions; and partly, by the Sword of their Enemies. 

flaming Sword hung over the City of Jeruſalem, and a fiery 

omet pointed down upon it for a whole Year together. 

heir Houſes and Villages, Oratories and Synagogues, nay, 

their Capital City and their Temple, were conſum'd in one 

ommon Conflagration, which occaſion'd ſuch pillars of Smoke, 

as were without Example. 

Tis farther obje&ed, that our Lord himſelf ſpeaking of that 

time that Joel's Prophecy refers to, ſays, The Sun ſbalt be darłned, Mat. 24. 2 
| d the Moon ſhall nor give her light, and the Stars ſball fall om | 
eaven, and the Powers of the Heaven ſhall be ſhaken. Which is 

Mut agreeable to what is ſaid by the Prophet Joe! himſelf, who 

teclares, . That the Sun ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and the 
into Blood, before that great and terrible Day of the Lord Joel 2. 31. 
e. And the fame alfo N from him Wag Acdss 2. 20. 


8 I Carcat againſt 


Which 'tis ſaid, cannot be apply d to the Deſtruſtion of 5+, MW 
 _ *ſalem, and the Nation of the Jews; but muſt ſignify ſomething 
more. Ireply, That the darkning of the Sun and Moon, aud 
the Stars withdrawing their Light, are yſual Scripture Expreſ. 
ſions to ſet forth the greatneſs of a publick Calamity and De. 
ſtruction; and this is the plain import of ſuch Expreſſions in 
ſeveral places. For inſtance, we have a Prediction of the De. 
| I. 13.9, ſtruction of the City of Babylon, and it is ſaid, That the Stars i 
100. Heaven and the Conſtellation: thereof ſhould not give their light; thy 
Sun ſhould be darkned in his going forth, and the Moon ſhould not caſ, 
1 her light to ſhine. And the Indignation of the LORD z. 
WT 172. 54. 4. gainſt the Idumeans, is repreſented in like dreadful Words: 4 
| the Hoſt of Heaven ſba#l be diſſolved, and the Heavens ſhall be ralu 
together as a ſcrowl, and all their Hoſt ſhall fall down. And 
| when the Deſtruction of Senacherib and his People is fore: told, 
Ha. 51.6. tis declar'd, That the Heavens - ſhould vaniſh away like Smile. 
| And when a Prediction was given forth of the Deſtru&. 
Erek. 32.7, on of Egypt, GOD ſays, I will cover the Heaven, and mal: 
8, the Stars thereof dark; I will cover the Sun with a Cloud, and 
the Moon ſhall not give her light. And to name no more In- 
= ſtances; When St. John is in the Apocalypſe deſcribing the fall 
| [Revet g., Of Paganiſm, he uſes the ſame Language: The Sun become 
104 ap e black as ſackcloth of Hair, and the Moon became as Blood; and tie 
i, Star- Z Heaven fell unto the Earth, and the Heaven departel 
| [ as à fcroll when it is rolled together, Tis an Obſervation of 
Ke his the Learned Gataker-* than whom I could hardly cite ; 
Woes on more Competent Judge, that tis the manner of G OD 
. 34.4. Prophets in their Deſcriptions of ſome Extraordinary Judg- 
ments, to ſet them forth in ſuch Colours, as if they were de- 
ciphering the Face of the laſt Univerſal Judgment, wheredt 
ſuch are in ſome ſort Reſemblances and Forerunners. All that 
is ſignify'd by ſuch Strong, Vehement, and Pompous Exprel- 
ſions, is the utter Deſtruction and Ruin of a Nation or People; 
an Overthrow of their Civil and Eccleſiaſtical State; and an 
extreme Horrour, without any Glimpſe or Hope of Relief 
Counſel, or Comfort: When Men are in ſuch diſmal Confu- 
ſion, and ſo forelorn a Condition, that they are as if the Light 
of Heaven was wholly taken from them; ſo full of Horror 
and Terror that the Heavenly Bodies ſeem as it were to have 
loſt their Light. And ſuch moſt certainly was the Condition 
of the Jew:, who had Crucify'd the Lord of Glory, when J. 
ruſalem was ſack d and deſtroy'd by Titus, within ſuch a com- 
paſs of time after our Lord's Prediction, as that that Gt 
neration was not wholly paſt away till it was fulfill, accord- 
24+ 34. ing to his Declaration before-hand. Which very Pailage 
| and Declaration gives us as full ſatisfaction as to the time 
particularly pointed at, as we need deſire. For if what ory 
of I V 
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iour fore-told in the Twenty fourth of St. Matthew, which 


1 agreed ſo exactly with the Prophecy of Joel, with which alſo St. 
i, pter's Explication ſo admirably harmonizes, was to be fulfill'd 
el. In that very Age, or whilſt ſome of that Generation liv'd, we 
Ne, Wave neither need nor warrant to ſeek for any other Time, or 


y farther Accompliſhment. 

Upon the whole then; When St. Peter an inſpir'd Apoſtle 
referr'd the Prophecy of Joel preciſely ro his own time, the time 
hat ran out from our Bleſſed Saviour's Reſurrection to the De- 
truction of Jeruſalem, and all Circumſtances ſo exactly anſwer- 


ul d, and our Saviour's own Prediction that look'd the ſame 

A fo fully agreed, and confirm'd it.; for any to apply this 

14 Mfrophecy to Perſons in our times, and ſay, that in them it is to 1 
be more amply fulfill d than it was in the Days of the Apoſtles, 

14 Mito fay the leaſt, is very fallacious and aſſuming. : 

Another Text that is urg'd and pleaded, is, a Declaration of 

0; t. Peter to the 1/raelites, That the Heaven muſt receive our Sa- , _ 


vieur , till the time of the Reſtitution of all things, which God 
bath oben by the Mouth of all his Holy Prophets ſince the World be- 


nd 

In n. Now the Diſpenſation that is commencing , is re- 
1 preſented as this time of the Reſtitution of all things, The 
eus are to be call'd by the Diffuſion of the Spirit, and there- 


fore Prophecy is to be reſtor d. 7s it not mention d, ſay they, * Mr.Lacy's 
that al the Prophets from the beginning of the World, until the Day Wernngs, 
wherein it is recited, did ſpeak of Chriſt's coming again from Heaven, Tarts 2 

md a Reſtitution of all things ? T Anſwer, No; Many of the An- . 
tient Prophets ſaid nothing of it; nor does that Declaration of 

St, Peter intimate that they did. And ſeeing we are ſo freely 

told, That rhere is never @ Miniſter among us that knows the meaning 

f that Text, or has Honeſty enough to ſpeak it out; T'll venture to ſay, 

hat the ſenſe of this Text is groſly miſtaken, notwithſtanding 

aat'tis pretended to be given us by Inſpiration. This very In- 

ſtance may ſuffice for a Conviction, that the Interpreter has 

ot yet receiv'd the Gift of Languages. For < 
ut which we tranſlate the time of the Reſtij- AR. 3. 21. 0 U ven 
fy. Pin of all things, ſignifies only the time £44 Ne ads, 4 Xe " 
t eben all things ſhall be conſummated. So that eee were wy GAGA 
or Chriſt is to continue in the Heavens, till the ®® * _ zoe Oe 5 - 1 
ve Mme that all things ſhall be complestly finiſn- 797 EE avrs megpnrer Oy 
on Ned, that were predicted by the Prophets from . 

Ne beginning of the World; as any Man 

m. ill agree, that underſtands the Original cited in the Mar- . 
2%. in f. And that the Spirit of God ſhould miſrepreſent it, is to t See r 
d- Ine inconceivable. But in the mean time, that the Gift of Whirby 4 
ge rophecy or Inſpiration ſhould be reſtor'd, from the time of bn. 
ne Ide Death of the Apoſtles, till all Scripture Predictions were 
WIN, and the final Judgment, = have not here the = 
2s, 2 int. 
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of the ſeventh Trumpet. In his foregoing Predi&. 


. Vials, to the ſame uy oſe. Or, ſuppoſing that St. John was in 


and either yielded to the force of them, or given Reaſon to the 


ſelf Num dif! penfing again the extraordinary Gifts of his Spirit u 


- whereas he did both promiſe and foretell its return formerly,and 


ind an encouragement to admit of it when, it came, and. th 


Hint. And thisI take to be plain Truth, without any Qidlitn, 
or Quodlibets againſt which we are ſo gravely warn'd ; tho' | 
2 there never was ſuch a Caution given by Inſpiration he, 

e. . I 

The third Text that is pleaded, is that Saying of the Angy 
to St. John, Thou muſt Propheſie again before many People mf 
Nations, and Tongues and Kings. Where a ſtreſs is li 
upon its being ſaid, that he muſt Propheſie again; of which, | 
muſt confeſs myſelf unable to diſcern the force. He had been 
Propheſying for ſeveral Chapters together, and he did Prophefy 
yet again, foretelling the ſtate of the Church under Anti-Chrif, 
ay Tyranny, and Ruin, which began at the ſounding ei 


ons, he had ſignify d what would befall many People, Nati. 
ons and Kings; and he was now to begin a new Prophecy 
that concern'd them, and to manage it in a different manner, 
And whereas he had Propheſy'd to them before concerniny 
their Temporal Eſtate, he was now to fore-tell what regarded 
their Spiritual Eftate, and the Concerns of Religion. . He did 
Propheſy yet again. As he had had Prophecies reveal'd to him 
before, under the Seals and Trumpets, to communicate to the 
Church; ſo he was to have others reveal'd to him under the 


this Caſe a Type, (as ſome apprehend, and the pious, Mr. Du 
ham among the reſt) and his eating the Book, that is ſpoken of, 
and the Commiſſion he received to proceed in Propheſying, ws 
to repreſent before-hand the revival of the —— — after 
Anti-Chriſtian Darkneſs; Still, bleſſed be G O D, we may have full 
ſatis faction, ſince the Reformation from Popery; the Chriſtian 
Doctrine being effectually reviv'd in the Preaching of Goſpel- 
Miniſters : And they that are not ſatify d with this, bur are for 
a farther Propheſying, ſet themſelves adrifr, and know not whi- 
ther they may be hurry d. | 8. 

Had I known of any other Pleas from Scripture, for a rev. 
val of the Spirit of Prophecy, I would have Conſider d them, 


contrary. And if there be nothing in the Scripture certainly 
to encourage ſuch an Expectation, we ought to be very cauti- 
ous how we give way to it. | | 

I would not here be miſtaken. . I agree as freely as can be de 
fired, That G OD. has no where in the Scriptures concluded hin- 


Men. He has not ſaid the Prophetick Spirit ſhall never in any 
Caſe, return again ; neither has he promis'd that ir ſhall. 


that Prediction and Promiſe was an inducement to expect ii, 


ne. 


ſ 


Ae Prophets. 


re-going prediction and Promiſe was anſwer d; there being 
no Prediction or Promiſe of that ſort, is an intimation 
Lt it would little become us to expect or look for it: tho at 
e fame time I'll own, that if it ſhould pleaſe GOD at any 
me, in order to the ſerving any extraordinary*Purpoſes, to 
rd anew Inſpiration, that no way contradi&ed his former 
dſpiration, and give it ſufficient Evidences of Divinity to at- 
xd it, we ſhould nevertheleſs be bound to receive it, and ſub- 
ut to it. But, 8 % #8 . 


Il. As we have no Reaſon to expe& a New Inſpiration, there 
ing no Prediction or Promiſe to encourage ſuch an Expecta- 
jon, ſo neither is there any Real Neceſſity of a New Inſpirati - 
n in the Days we live in. The Apoſtles needed Inſpiration 
carry them through the work they were call'd to: But what 
ed have we of a farther Inſpiration now? We have a Goſpel 
iniſtry, by which the Goſpel Doctrine is Faithfully Publiſh'd, 
denforc'd. Thoſe of us that are in that ſacred Office, and 
we the Grace to be faithful, deſire no regard to what we ſay 
0 a in the Name of the LORD, any farther than what we 
lelver is agreeable to the Holy Scriptures. We urge you to 
nitate the Bereans, of whom we are told that They were more 
ble than thoſe of Theſſalonica,and ſearched the Scriptures daily, to ſee 
ber her things were as the a reported them. We exhort you 
o the very ſame Courſe, that ſo your Faith may not be barely 
ottom d upon our repreſentation of matters to you, but upon 5 
be Word of GOD. And if after this you are impos' d on, ie 
nuſt either be owing to your ſelves, or your Bibles. It muſt 
e either thro' your Careleſneſs and negligence in fearching 
he ſacred Records, or thro” the Defectiveneſs of the Scriptures 
nſelves. And indeed I can't fee how there n be need 
anew Inſpiration, unleſs the Scriptures be defettive, which 
a ſuppoſition that it no way becomes a Chriſtian to allow. 
mother Inſpiration was highly needful when the Meſſiah ap- 
dear d that had been ſo long foretold. The Old Oeconomy 
vas to be taken down, and a New One erected. A new mode 


As. 17. 11. | 


f Worſhip, a New Miniſtry, New Ordinances, 'and new 
deals of the Covenant were to be ſettled in the Church, which 
vas to be entirely caſt into a New Form. This was not the 


alt Reflection upon the Old Diſpenſation which was in the 
ature of it Typical, and repreſentative of ſomewhat that was 


o come after, and was fix'd only for a time, as was many * 
mays hinted, tho' the Jews for the moſt part unhappily miſtook 

The Addition of the New Teſtament to the Old was not 

he leaſt Reflection upon the Old; it was rather a compleating 

ad fulfilling it: But to add a farther Revelation to the New 
amet, would be a croſſing and undermining it, unleſs r | 


1 


n 


. Avertiſſe- tell us; viz. * That the Goſpel is fo ſpoiled as that we muſt have my 
mens Pro- ite New. But I cant ſee how that ſuggeſtion can otherwig 
5> Elie Ma. affect than in a way of Deteſtation, ſuch as Believe that St. p,y 


20. preach any other Goſpel 1 that than which we have preached in. 
C 


% rations, if they would but Conſider it. It is in theſe Words; 


- Preface in the World. They tell us that 1ſaiah mentions New Heaven! 
ro the Cry and a New Earth, wherein, dwelleth Righteouſneſs. And we are toll 
from the De- of the Holy City the New Jeruſalem coming down from God ou 
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20, 21. 


had any Reaſon to believe what our Mew ÞP»etenderg boldly 


was inſpir'd when he cry'd out, Tho' we or an Angel from Heaven 


g 7o you, let him be accurſed. ave a ſolemn Curſe denounc'd juf 
at the Cloſe of our Bibles, and in the very laſt Chapter, tha 
might ſtrike a Terror in ſuch as come with their New Inſpi. 


I teſtify to every Man that heareth the words of rhe Prophecy of thi 
Book, if any Man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto hin 
the plagues that are written in this Book. Should it be pleaded, thy 
that Paſſage has a particular Reference ro the Book of the Re. 
velations, it cannot be deny'd : But I think we may allow it to 
paſs for a good and a ſtrong inference, that if it be dangerous 
to add to that particular Prophecy, it muſt be much more ſo, 
to add to that Canon, which our LOR D hath declar'd to be 
finiſh'd, and given forth as the Rule of Faith and Lite to the 
Univerſal Church, 9 

The main Pleas I have met with alledg'd for the Expedien- 
cy of a New Revelation in our times are theſe two. Its faid 
it is requiſite, becauſe of the great Changes G OD is bringing 
about in the World; and becauſe of the Negligence of the 
Body of the Miniſters of all Perſuaſions, to give People warn- 
ing to prepare for what G OD is about to* do among us. But 
I can't ſee but both of them are eaſily anſwer'd. 

I. Its pretended that a New Inſpiration is thkrefore neceſſi- 
ry, becauſe of the Great Changes God is upon bringing about 


. of Heaven. This Diſpenſation, they ſay, i to take place before thi 
Generation paſſes away. The State of the Church on Earth is 0 be 


proclaim'd in every Nation under Heaven, beginning firſt in England 

and it is to be manifeſt over the whole Earth, within the ſhort term 

of three Tears ; one of which Years, by the way, is already pal 

over, and. ſomething better. In ſuch a Caſe as this they appre- 

hend Inſpiration to be highly needful. But this is all Aſſertion 
without any Evidence. | 

The Prophet Iſaiah does indeed Speak of New Heavens, and 

a New Earth, G OD ſays by him, Behold I create New Heaven 

and a new Earth, and the former ſhall not be remembred, or come 

g. 17. ite mind And he hath been as good as his Word by tbe 

* Goſpel Diſpenſation, and by the taking place of the King- 


more reſplendent t han ever it yet was. And this - diſpenſation is to be 


dom of Chriſt in the World. He hath this way caus'd Pie 


eee. 
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endowments of Spiritual Graces to abound. He has much 
ore clearly reveal'd the Myſteries of Salvation, and ſetled 
vill; Worſhip and Service in a more Spiritual way; and remov- 
Pals Ancient Types and Shadows, he hath given his People 
wal: ſubſtance of thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings which were thereby 
1. Nointed at: And the excellency of the Church under the Goſ- 

ut el, ſo far exceeds that of the Church under the Law, that it 

hat , as it were new, and the Old Face and State of the Church 

ſpi- comparatively forgotten. The Apoſtles therefore Cry, Old 2 Cor: 5. 
hings are paſt away; behold all things are become new. But what 17. 
; this to a New Diſpenſation to be erected now at the End of 

he World? Tis as different from it, as Light from Darkneſs. 

At the ſame time it is not to be conteſted, there is certain 
round for a yet farther expectation. For after this Change in 

te Goſpel-ſtare, St. Peter ſays of himſelf and his fellow Apo- 


ldhy 


tles, We according to his Promiſe, look for new Heavens, and 2 Pet, 3. 13. 
lo, w Earth wherein dwellet h Righteouſneſs, which (as lainly 
« enough appears from the Context,) are to be after the day 


f Judgment, and the Diſſolution of all things; and referr 

o the other State and Life, and not this preſent. But it's ſaid | 
by one of our modern Prophets, * that St. Peter ſpeaks of the day * Mr. La- 
F Perdition of ungodly men without deſcribing it, as raiſing the Dead, ey Harn- 
the Sea giving up hers, and the Grave giving up hers. Nor yet is it A Part 3. 
; Diſolution. For there is to be a new Heaven, and a new Earth 9 
lerein awelleth Righteouſneſs. Who can forbear obſerving how 
kid a thing it- is to explain Scripture by the help of * 
aon! Who could have made this Diſcovery without it! We 
that ſtand upon plain ground, tho' we might indeed eaſily 

ave obſerv'd, that 'tis, the day of Perdition of ungodly ver. 7. 
mn the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of, yer it being expreſly declar'd 

that when that Judgment by Fire ſhould come, for which the 

World that now is is reſerv'd, it ſhould be attended with a 

general Diſſolution ; for that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved ; Ver. 11. 
we ſhould have been apt to have thought that a Diſſolution 

tere would be, and that it would little have become us to 


5 Ware queſtion'd,much lefh deny'd it. But when a Man lias a new 
q npiration, why may he not upon occaſion contradict the old 
ee, it there be any miſtake in it? We alſo from the Words 
; d and their Poſition, ſhould have been inclinable to have ga- 


ber d, that rhe Day of Judgment and Perdition of ungodly Men, 
and the Conflagration of the World would be contemporary; 
and that the Heaven and Earth that now are would be burnt 
up with that very Fire, by which the ungodly would be tor- 
mented : And ſeeing this Conflagration that is to come, is com- , 
pard to a former Univerſal Deluge, whereby the World that then vet. 6: 
var, being overflowed with Water periſhed, nothing more likely 
than that we thould have chard that the World that now 5 

= wou 


— 
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. would in a like manner periſh by the Fire for which it is n 
ſerved,. and yet a New Heaven and a New Earth follow. 4 
ſign d ro ſerve different ag from what the preſent Fu 
things will allow. But any Man could from hence 
Poſitive that there would be a New Diſpenſation, before 
Day of Judgment, and General Conflagration, in which tþ 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements fl 
melt with fervent Heat, the Earth alſe and the works that are thy 
in ſhall be barnt 7. without his being anew Inſpir'd, I cannge 
imagine; tho' how to reconcile it with this Chapter that 
—— to be written by Inſpiration is and remains a ye. 
ry great difficulty. | | „ 
for the Apocalyptical Millennium, I'm very willing to ſup 
p- it to point at a more Glorious State of the Church 
Thriſt here on Earth, than it has reach d as yet: But then, u. 
an obvious Query, upon what grounds it can be determin 
with Aſſurance, that it muſt begin before this Generation puſi 
away? Our Saviour, indeed, poſitively afferted, that the De. 
ſolation heforetold in the Twenty-fourth of St. Matthew, ſhoulf 
pen before the Generation that then was, paſs'd aw, 
But whence does it appear, that any Man can warrantably i. 
ſert the fame as to the A dennium in our times? It is eaſy to ob. 
ſerve, that they that have been poſitive in fixing Timer ail 
Seaſons, which the Father hath put in his own power, have bet 
wretchedly miſtaken ; and have Iiv'd to fee it to their ſhane, 
when they have made a Period to expire or commence in 
their own Days. And how do we know, but it may be ſo in 
this Caſe among the reſt? Who could be more pofitive, that 
one who wrote 4 Line of Time; and another that publiſh'd Ti 
Me ſbment of Prophecies, in our Age? and yer, is it not ef 
dent they were miſtaken? What ſecuriry then have we that ve 
ſhan't be led into a Miſtake, if we believe rhoſe, that conf- 
dently aſſert that the MM lennium is juſt now Commencing ? 05 
ſappoſing it ſhould be at hand, way may not the old In 
ſpiration ſerve ? Where's the neceſſity of a new one? We 
have nothing, as I ean perceive, produc'd to give us fat 
faction in this Cafe, but a bare poſitive Aſſertion, That the 
New Diſpenfation pleaded for muſt be publiſh'd in all Pars 
in three'Years _ If = —— they _ are — ks the 
t Agents in the propos'd Publication, moſt ſtrangely 1oytt!, 
Gr — not yer ſet forth, but have let almoſt the half > 
that time run out, while: they have been doing nothing, d 
what comes to nothing. The remaining Year and half will 
+ hardly be fufficienr for their compaſſing the whole Earth, 
in order to an Univerſal Notice. Flying which 8 
 mention'd by ſome of them, will be no more than will Vt 
needful! But what if the whole Scheme proves « £0 


— 
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deed, notwithſtanding their Confidence, until there is good 
ridence given that ſuch a Diſpenſation as they ſpeak of, is 


netend that a new Inſpiration is neceſſary for that purpoſe; is 
o build upon one of the moſt frantick Suppaſitions that could 
e imagin'd. Tis a meer erecting a Caſtle in the Air. And 
chat won't do their Buſineſs ; Much leſs, | 

2. Will their other Plea do it, That a New Inſpiration is 
equiſite, becauſe of the negligence of the Body of the Mini- 
ters of all Perſuaſions, to give People warning of what G OD 
about to do among us. What would theſe Gentlemen have 
do? Would they have us call upon thoſe whom we Miniſter 
, to diſcern the Signs of the Times, to ſuit themſelves to the 
atious Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, and make their 
Remarks on what GOD is doing in the World? Would they 
have us warn not only particular Perſons, but whole Bodies of 
Men and Communities, Cities, Nations and Kingdoms, of the 
wit Judgments that hang over them, if they perſiſt in Im- 
penitence, and will not be purifyd and reform'd by the va- 
rious apt Methods which GOD takes with them in order to 
ie? Why, this is what the Miniſters of Chriſt have been do- 


from Popery : Nor can the Miniſters of our Times in this re- 
pelt, I conceive, be juftly charg'd with Negligence. But 
this it ſeems won't do. We are told, that we ſhould * give ſuch 


ud the true Followers of the Lamb may be prepared to partake of the 
Mapnificmce and Triumphant Foy of his Marriage Feaſt. That is to 


we they tell us are e- even tho' we with them run the 
nf. lazard of being groſſy miſtaken ; and ſo muſt pur it to the ven- 
0; ure, whether our Holy Religion, and Sacred Office be not ex- 
In- Nos d to Contempt. Which is a Motion that carries great Abſur- 
We ity in the Face of it. In a Conference that was held with them, 
if Nin which many were preſent, they freelv aſcrib'd the neceſſity of 
de cheir own extraordinary Call, and Miniſtry and Inſpiration, to the 
g neglect of our Miniſters, in not warning the People of extra- 
be ordinary Judgments. But how does this hang together? If ex- 


mordinary Prophets are therefore only inſpired and ſent, be- 
cauſe the ordinary Miniſters have neglected to warn of Judg- 
ments approaching, then if the ordinary Miniſters had given that 
Warning, ſuch extraordinary Prophets had not been inſpired 
and ſent. Which in effect is all one as to ſay, That if we 
Miniſters had but warn' d People of the Judgments which their 
neglects of extraordinary * expoſe —_— to, 
3 there 


liftake ?. This is what we by very well be afraid of. And 


ally now to commence, and to be publiſh'd in all Parts, to 


Ing in this Land very ſeriouſly, ever ſince the Reformation 


y, we muſt warn of ſuch particular Judgments and Bleſſings 


® Preface 


Warning as that Unbelievers may be left without Excuſe, to fall un- to the Cry 


kr the direful Strokes of Almighty Vengeance in the new Diſpenſation; — — 
Zo. 
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- mong us. If we had told Men of the Judgments they would 


it would have been at the time of the Reformation from Po. 


Mr. Lacy's 


there would have been no extraordinary Prophets raisd up 


this way have incurr'd, they would have had no Capacity q 
Opportunity of incurring them; for there would have been 
no Prophets to ſlight, and therefore we might as well hay 
ſpar'd our pains, as gravely to warn People about their 
— to them. But alaſs! If we Miniſters do but fairhfully 

reach and inculcate the Goſpel Doctrine, and apply it to the 
E ans of our Hearers, according to Times, Seaſons an 
Circumſtances, we ſufficiently anſwer our Commiſſion; whick 
is, to perfect the Saints, and to edify the Body of Chriſt ; tho" we 
never meddle with uncertain Futurities ; never pretend to pry 
into the Counſels of the Moſt High. Either therefore the Ho. 
iy Scripture has not made ſuitable Proviſion for the Church, or 
uch extraordinary Officers are not needful. If they were 
needful at any time after the cloſing the Canon of Scripture, 


pery : But our Reformers have abundantly juſtify'd their Pro- 
ceedings without a new extraordinary Miſſion; and to plead 
for one as neceſſary now, is ſcandalouſly to reflect on, and open- 
ly deſert their Cauſe and Principles. But, 
III. As we have no ground from Scripture to expect, no 
preſent occaſion for, New inſpir'd Prophets, ſo neither is there 
any thing that is as yet publickly known to have come from 
thoſe who pretend to that Office, that ſhould make it worth 
while for GOD to be at the expence of a New Inſpiration, 
When the Goſpel was added to the Law, the New Teſtament 
to the Old, many moſt advantagious Diſcoveries were made, 
both as to Truth and Duty. Important Truths about the 
Terms which Sinful, Man ſtood in with the GOD whom he had 
offended ·; about the Method of Reconciliation, the Attonin 
Sacrifice, and the way of ſharing in the Vertue of it, and ef. 
fectually reaching the Happineſs of the otlier World, were laid 
open : Theſe things were clear'd beyond what was ever done 
before. Men were alſo directed about the Spiritual Worſhip 
of GOD, the purifying their Hearts, the Life of Faith on 
things unſeen, and an Heavenly Converſation, with a great 


deal of accuracy and exactneſs. Every way was there a great 


increaſe of Light in things Divine, by the new Inſpiration of 
the Apoſtles added to that of the Prophets. And can the fame 
be ſaid of our new pretended Prophets? Do they really give us 
any new Light, diſcover any new Truths, or farther Inforce- 
ments of old Duties? No their pretended Prophetick Warning 
contain any thing that tends to increaſe either Knowledge 0 
Piery ? For my part, I have taken the pains to peruſe them al, 


and muſt declare, that I cannot find it. They tell us, indecd, 


that many Texts that hade been conceal d and corrupted, are 1 
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They ſhould have faid, perverted. For they are as juſtly charge- 
le with perverting the Scripture, as any Men whatſoever. 


been They apply all the Paſſages that ſpeak of our Lord's coming 
have ein to the General Judgment, to the New Diſpenſation they 
heir publiſm, which is their Shibboleth: And when their poor de- 
ulh aded Followers ſhall live to ſee them egregiouſly miſtaken in 
the at ſpeedy Coming of Chriſt, which they expect, tis an hun- 
and Wired to one, but they'll be tempted to queſtion, whether there 


5 any farther Coming of his at all intended. They would 
uve us believe, that they revive, explain, and enforce the Dotrines 
bat are conceal d and neglected; to wit, all thoſe Paſſages that re- 
fla. the Glory of the — * Kingdom. By their way of ſpeak- 
er ng, they would almoſt tempt a Man to imagine, that theſe 
ere Wwreched Creatures the Miniſters (of whom they upon all Oc- 
re, WMc:fions ſpeak as contemptibly as any Men could do that were 
Fo. Ide open and avowed Enemies of all Reveal'd Religion) had 
blotted out of the Bible a great many Texts relating to the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, which they were come to reſtore in a new 
Edition: And yet after all, they can't give us ſatisfactory Evi- 
dence, that any of thoſe things which they moſt inſiſt on, ever were 
in the Bible, and are not their own Additions and Inventions, 


ere And when in ſo formal a manner the Queſtion is put, here s the 
en Expect ation taught of his Coming again? Methinks ſuch a Demand, 
Wis unbecoming a ſenſible Man, and therefore cannot with any 
eecency be aſcribed to the Spirit of GOD, unleſs he could be 
n ſuppos d ignorant that the Expectation of Chriſt's Coming again 
1 $ Taught every where, where they own the Apoſtles Creed; 


of which this is one Article, That Chriſt ſpall come from Heaven 
to Judge both the Quick and the Dead. : 
As to Duty, it muſt be own'd,. that they urge and preſs So- 
briety, Amendment of Life, Repentance of Sin, Prayer and 
Watchfulneſs : But are not theſe things all urg'd already in 
the Holy Scriptures ? Could a new Inſpiration be neceſſary for 
any thing of that kind? But we are told, That Duties neglected 
miverſally, are more powerfully inforc d by thu Diſpenſation, urging a 
ſudden Judgment of the obſtinate and unrelenting Sinner, &c. And 
that the Matter divulg'd by this Miſſion, if entertain'd and believ'd, 
vill be a powerful Motive ro all Duties, and a higher Motive than 
hers urge, or can urge. Whereas, on the contrary, if tha, Mat- 
ter divulg'd by this Miſſion ſhould prove a Miſtake, and the 
„ſudden Judgments threatned ſhould not be inflicted, (which 
che filence of the Scriptures about theſe Matters, gives us 
cauſe to ſuſpect) the entertaining and believing their Report, 
inſtead of being a powerful Motive to all Duties, would be a 
ſtrong Temptation, when the Fallacy is diſcover d, to lay aſide 
all Religion, as a meer Fancy and groundleſs Pretence. 
The main thing they ſeem to an at, is to bring us to _ 
| 2 them 
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. them to be Divinely Inſpired : That is che turning Point. Then 
they expe& we ſhould receive whatever comes from them, and 
ſo they'd have us at a vaſt Advantage. But wherein would 
this make us a jott the better? Tis too evident from Experi. 
ence, that Perſons may acknowledge them to be Inſpir'd ang 
yet be in Love with impurity. Is that then fit to be the 
Grand Diſcriminating Mark? May Perſons, be the peculiar Chil, 
dren of GO D, which they repreſent as the Cafe of all their 
Followers ; and may they bo ſav'd from common Judgment, 
which they ſtick not to promiſe to all that will but believe 
them Inſpir d, and yet be allowedly impure ! Then what figni. 
fies Religion? Tis hardly worth while for GOD to give 
forth a new Inſpiration to make ſuch a diſcovery as that, which 
would juſtly expoſe Inſpiration to Contempt. And what have 
we more in their Warnings, but 7 I tel thee, my Child, I U tell thes, 
JT tell thee, My Child, my Child, a thouſand times over, where all 
that is told, is no more thanevery Man knows already ; together 
with Gulpings, Sighings, Sobbings, Groanings, Hiccuppings, Heavingz, 
Shakings of the whole Body, and inarticulate Voices, and mimical Ge- 
ſures and Poſturet, and Repetitions of the ſame things a great ma- 
ny times over, which t themſelves obſerve to have. been 
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Preface very convenient for the Writers, * and others cannot but oh. 

ur Avertil- ſerveto be very convenient for the Speakers too, in order to 

_ their recollecting or inventing what is to come next: Is ſuch 
ie . a Medley as this a fit ſubject for a Divine Inſpiration? Believe 

g. xii, it who can. For my part I'm fully fatisfy'd that either the 

. Nature and Perfections of the Bleſſed G O D are alter'd, and 
are not now the ſame that they were when he Inſpir d the Pro- 
phets under the Old Teftament and the New, or it could not be 
Worth his while to give forth a freſh Inſpiration, when only 
ſuch a Hotch-potch as this was to be the Product of it. 

Let's then make a little pauſe, and give way to a few Re- 
flections. If we look a little back we ſhall find 'tis no new 
thing for the Servants of G GD to be Aſſaulted by ſuch as 

pretend to a Peculiar Knowledge of his Purpoſes. Time was 
[Kings 22. when under the Old Teſtament we read of a Lying Spirit in the 
Mouth of all the Prophets at once : And if we confult the New 
Teftlament, we ſhall find a Diſpoſition to Determine Poſitively 
about uncertain futurities , and pretending to do it as from 
GOD, is as old as Chriſtianity it ſelf. The Second Epiſtle 
of St. Paul to the Rheſſalonians is by all agreed to be one of the 
firſt Epiſtles which that Apoſtle ever wrote; and there we have 
. this Admonition : Now we beſeech you Brethren that you be not ſoon 
ſhaken in Mind, or be troubled, neither by Spirit, nor by Word, nor by 
Letter, as from us, as that the Day of Chriſt is at hand. And if 
ſuch an inclination was ſo foon * we need not wonder at 


any thing of that Nature in our own times. While Men h 
* 58 1 
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to the Knowledge of common things, they ſtand upon a 
eel with their ops are Bur when they know things 


"ure, and can tell when Chriſt will come, and in what mans 
xr, and how he will proceed, and what he will do, and whom 


e will own as Friends, and whom he will treat as Enemies, 
he Id how, they are preſently diſtinguifh'd ; for this makes them 
il. Wiken notice of. = N 
5 | 


It would be ſtrange, if ſuch a au ſhould find encou- 
gement from the Miniſters of Chrift. They have in the ſeve- 
il Ages of the Church ſet themſelves to _ it, as in Du- 
they ought ; and on that Accqunt have fallen under a great 
fe: of obloquy and reproach. as it has been, ſo tis now; 
ur Pꝛerended Pzophets, becauſe we that are Miniſters dare 
ot in Conſcience own them, take a Liberty to reprefent us 
as grudging at their Gifts and Graces, and oppoſing them 
ut of envy; in which they grofly wrong us. For my Part, 
can fafely fay with Moſes, would God that all the Lords People, 
ere Prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them: * EUN 
nd Tm very well ſatisfied that that is the Prevailing Temper * 
f my Brethren in the Miniftry at this Day, Could we fee juſt 
ſon to believe that GOD had truly Inſpir'd theſe Gen- 
emen, and favour'd them with his extraordinary Gifts; could 


h e ſee that GOD had pur his Spirit upon them, and Autho- 
e id them to publiſh his Meſſages to the World, We ſhould 
ie Wejoice in their endeavours and Succeſs. We ſhould be glad 
d te GO D's work going on, whoſoever were the Inſtru- 
> Wents. What occaſion then have they to inſult us. and ſay; 
xe e dont wonder the Miniſters are enrag'd, for they'd loſe their 


y Weople, ſhould our Notions prevail. Alaſs for them, what 
re our People to us, any farther than we may hope to carry 
n the Intereſt of Chriſt among them, and promote the good 
their Souls? What need A we to matter the loſing 
em, if they prove Gainers in the iſſue? If our ſubſiſtence be 
ething pointed at, tho'.it is well known that GOD him 
if has made it the Duty of thoſe whom we Miniſter to in 
wv irituals, to Miniſter to us in Temporals, yet if we made 
Y Income which the Office of the Miniſtry generally affords 
n our aim in devoting our ſelves unto that Service, we muſt 
e of all Men the moſt weak and fooliſh : For the expence of 
Education would have fitted us for more profitable Stati - 
5 by far; and I hope it wont be ſuppos'd but many of us 
'ght have been as capable of riſin * © World as our Neigh- 
"urs, had we look'd that way. But for thoſe, to whom we 
iſh no harm, but all manner of Good; for whom we hearti- 
pray, and whom we would readily ſerve to the utmoſt of 
ability, to endeavour to expoſe and inſult us while we 


— 


. — e 0 


30 A Caveat againſt 
* adveriiſ- are engag'd in our Maſter's Work, and call us Dumb Dog: + PE. 
ſemens de iſees, Ravenous Wolves || Devourers of Gods Heritage, and the 
— like: Tho' tis much ſuch ſort of treatment I confeſs as ou 
7 My. La- Fathers and Predeceſſors have formerly met with, on which 
cy's Warn- Account we have no great reaſon to be ſupriz'd, yet it dif: 

N. covers very little of a Chriſtian Spirit, and is no promiſing in. 
. Fart Pag. dication. 1 . . 
| 1 Avertifſe- And let us all be Admoniſh'd to beware of affecting to be 
mens de Ma- Wiſe above what is written. Let us not gape after New pm. 
rion p. 39 phets, as we would not be impos'd on with Lies, falſe Vim 
and Divinations, and things of noug ht in the Name of the LORD, 
I doubt this is the Proceſs with ſeveral who. now fancy them. 
ſelves Inſpir'd. They firſt reſorted to a few ſtrangers, thi 
came among us from Forreign Parts, ſent by they knew nat 
who, and to ſerve ſuch Purpoſes as they it may be little thought 
of; and they believ'd them to be Divinely Inſpir'd. Heteup: 
on they admir'd them as the Peculiar Favourites of Heaven; 
and Admiration we all know has a transforming and Aflimils 
ting Power. Ad miring them, they wiſht they might be like 
them ; wiſh'd they might be favour'd of Heaven as much x 
they: And what more natural? From wiſhing they came to 
proying to GOD that it might be ſo: And by Degrees, the 
ancy being elevated, and the Natural Spirits ſtrangely Apitz 
red, they firſt try'd to imitate them, and then fancy'd. they 
were like them, and as much Infpired as they. And all this hu 
fallen out through diſcontent with the plain Old way of Relig 
on. It was therefore Good Advice that was given heretofore by 
the Prophet Jeremy, and very needful and ſeaſonable in thePre- 
ſent Day: Thus ſaith the Lord, ſtand ye in the ways and /ee, au 
ak for the Old Paths, Where us the good Way? and walk therein, 
and ye ſhall find reſt for your Souls. But I go on to the Found 
Head, which is this : . 


Jerem. 6.16 


IV. If we ſet ourſelves to try the Spirits of Men, according 
to 2 and Proper Rules, our Modern Pꝛetenders muſt be 
Caſt and Condemn d. And this is earneſtly recommended to 
| us by one of our Lord's own Diſciples. Beloved, ſays he, belieu 
. John, 1,4. vot every Spirit; but try the Spirits, whether they are of Cod; b+ 
| cauſe many falſe Prophess are gone out into the World. When al 
pretend to be immediately Inſpir'd, we are to prove and 1 
them, as Gold or other Metals are prov'd or try'd in the Fits, 
or by the Touchſtone. Believing every Spirit, we cannot 
ſafe; becauſe eve 7 is not of GOD. If we liſten to ee 
ry Pretender, we ihall lie at the Mercy of all ſuch, who hit 
but Vanity enough to exalt themſelves above their Neighbou!5 
or Confidence enough to attempt to impoſe upon us. t 


muſt try the Spirits of Pretenders, whether they are of G 00 
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d muſt judge for ourſelves, in the uſe of thoſe Helps and 


iitances which GO D affords us for that purpoſe. 

th WY There was indeed, in the Primitive Church a peculiar Gift 

on Wh Diſcerning Spirits. To one, ſays St. Paul, is given Prophecy, and 1 Cor. 12. 
br mother the ernie of Spirits, Which Connexion very plain- 10. 


intimates, that there were many in the Church at that time, 
eminent for their clear-ſightedneſs in things Divine, that 
ey could on a ſudden, and without any pains, ſatisfactorily 
xd aſſuredly diſtinguiſh between true and falſe pretences to 
aſpiration. They had a Faculty of quick and ſure Diſcerning, 
ether ſuch as pretended to the Spirit, truly ſpake from GOD 
rnot. A Faculty of this kind was really neceſlary in the 


— fant- Church, when the Foundations of our Holy Religion 
nere to be firmly fix d for the Benefit of all ſucceeding Ages. 


he Apoſtle therefore in the Cale of his Philippians, prays for 


oh hem, That they might abound yet more and more, in Knowledge and Philip. 1. 
Judgment; and tkat they might approve things excellent; or 9» 10. 


1 things that differ, as you have it in the Margin of your Bibles. 


os, the diſcerning between true and falſe pretences to Inſpi- 
lite WWtion, is one of the greateſt Differences which Chriſtians could 
d Knowledge and Judgment to help them to make; and 


tefefore it muſt neceſſarily be included. And the ſame Apo- 


nd in the uſual Prop 
tention'd in the Verſe juſt before; they were to try all Pre- 

ders to Prophecy, by thar Spirit of Diſcerning that was then 
ithe Church. This was not only requir'd of ſuch as were 
uides of others; but even of private Chriſtians, who ought to 


burch of Epheſus is much commended for acting regularly in 


rent, and -1 found them Lyart. They try'd them by the 
Vord of GOD, and that Spirit of Diſcerning, that was yet 
aong them; and found upon ſearch, that notwithſtanding 
ter Boaſts, they had no fuch immediate Miſſion, Authority, or 
elſage from Chriſt, as they pretended to. g 

How long this. Faculty, as far as it was Miraculous, laſted in 
de Church, is hard to fay ; but a Faculty of the ſame Kind. 
0 of a lower Degree, and to be manag'd in the uſe of ordi- 
y and common Helps, was certainly continu'd. - Had it not 
en ſo, the Church had unavoidably been expos'd to ſhameful 
mpoſtures and Deluſions, without any Guard: Which it is ab- 
d to ſuppoſe, conſidering who it is that has undertaken the 
ve of it. Nor is it at all ſuppoſable, that St. John would in this 
iſe have put us upon Labour in vain, and charg'd us to try 
prits, whether they were of GOD, if there had not been a 
a within our reach, to diſcern between real and pretended 


charges Chriſtians to prove all Things : i. e. all things con- 1 Theſ. 5; 
+ hs ings of thoſe Times, which are bs - 


ve their Senſes exercis'd to diſcern between Good and Evil. The Heb. 5. 14. 


us reſpect. Thou haſt tryed them which Jay they are Apoſtles, and Rerel. 2. 2. 


TJuſpirations. 
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Infpirations. Nor is it hard to find out the way. We as, 
make our Tryal both by Reaſon, and by Scripture. 
1. We muſt uſe our Reaſon. Revelation ſuppoſes the Tu 
of the Principles of Natural Religion, which Reaſon leads ust 
And all our Reaſonings about Revelations are right, that aretn 
rn'd by thoſe Principles. Nothing contrary to thoſe mtu 
Feinciples ought ever to be admitted to come from 600 
Revelation. Should any Men tell us, with ever ſo great: 
ce of Solemnity, That this World was made by Chang 


* 


pearan 
and is not Govern'd by a Providence: Should they. tet bek 
us an ignorant, changeable, cruel and malignant Being, x 


move it to us to take him for Cod: Should they go about 1 
perfuade us that there was mo Life after this, or that our 80 
would dye with our Bodies: Tho' they ſhould ſay and Swe 
a hugdred times over, with ever fo ſerious an Air, that t 
had all this from GOD, we ought not to regard them, Shoull 
they do ever fo many furprizing Feats of Activity, and 
them Miracles to prove their Miſſion, we might ſtill be i 
to juſtify our lighting them, becauſe their Scheme diret 
overchrows Natural Religion, which is as truly from G OD, 
that can be that is Reveal'd: And we cannot be more cert 
of any thing than we may be of this, That G OD cannot ca 
eratict himielE Should they tell us very gravely, that Reak 
muſt wail to Divine Revelation, (a Principle which Im ue 
affur'd all that have yoyn'd to our nem Prophets have notd 


Ways deen fond of) we readily grant it; provided we have go 


Reaſon to believe a Revelation truly to be Divine: But t 
then, as GOD has made us Reaſonable Creatures, we are bon 
to be Cautious, leſt we are impos'd on, and have that Ortrud 
n us as a Divine Revelation, which GO D has no hand i 
To fay that in his Caſe, we muſt not make uſe of our Reaſonj 


do tell us, we muſt act Irrationally when we believe an Inſpuat 
den to be Divine; which is che ready way to juſtle Reval 


2 Tim, 3. 
26. i 
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Religion out of the World. | 

2. We muſt alſo uſe the Holy. Scriptures. Having up 
good and ſufficient Grounds, receiv'd the Sacred Writings ( 
the Old and New Teſtament as Dvinely inſpir'd, and ther 

profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtractiu 
Righteouſneſs, we are carefully to enquire, what Marks are the 
given us, by which the Spirit of G OD, and the Spirit of Þ 
rormay be diſtinguiſh'd ; and we ſhould apply them to fucb 
pretend to be Inſpir'd, and by them pals a Judgment, wil 
ther — 72 really Inſpir'd, or not. ö 

And here, I take this for a very juſt Remark, Thar one 
Hd Objection againſt the Infpiration of any Perſons, ought 
our-weigh ever ſo many plauſible Pleas in favour of it. 1 
clear this, I deſire it may be obſery'd, That it is enough ins 
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Ciſe, to make an Act Vitious, if it wants one thing that is ne- 
eſary to the making it Virtuous and Good. Let there be in 
Action of ours ever ſo many things that appear commenda- 
le, if there wants but one Circumſtance that is neceſſary to 
nake it Good, it is ſo far ſpoil'd, it is not Good; becauſe nor 
oreable-ro the Rule. So where any pretend to be Inſpir'd, if 
heir Diſcourſes which they ſay, are pronounc'd under the Ope- 
vation of the Spirit, contain but any one evident and certain 
ark of ſuch Imperfection, as we are well aſſur'd the Bleſſed 
OD cannot be charg'd with; if they have any one thing 
in them that is really inconſiſtent either with Natural or Re- 
vealed Truth; if they are juſtly liable to any one Objection, 
hat GO D hath declar'd that which truly comes from Him, 
1nnot be liable to, this one thing is enough to overthrow the 
Truth and Reality of ſuch pretended Divine Inſpiration, not- 
ithſtanding any thing that might be pleaded in favour of ir. 
For GOD cannot belye himſelf ; tis flatly impoſſible he ſhould 
contradi& himſelf. And therefore, ſhould what is pretended 
> come by Revelation be in other reſpects ever ſo plauſible, if 
yet in any ſingle Inſtance, it has ſuch an Imperfection attending _ 
It, as GOD has given us good Evidence and Satisfaction cannot 
belong to a Revelation that truly comes from him, it muſt be 1 
an Impoſture, or Deluſion, or both. I don't mention this, as 
if we had but one conſiderable Objedtion againſt the pꝛetended 
P:ophets of our Time; for we have many ſtrong Arguments 
againſt them ; and whether we try them by Rational or Scrip 
ural Marks, I can't ſee how an impartial Perſon can avoid 
Condemning them. The Marks and Characters, which to me 
are Deciſive in this Caſe, are theſe. 

1, A Falſe Spirit cannot be from & OD. That Spirit that 
abſolutely and poſitively, (without any limitation either ex 
preſs d or imply d) Predicts any thing within a certain time, 
and it comes not to paſs, cannot be of GO D. whatſoever may 
be pretended as an Excuſe. This is plain from GO D's -own 

ords. If thou ſay in thine Heart, How ſball we know the Word 
which the Lord hath not ſpoken: When a Propbet ſpeaketh in the Name 
of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to paſs, that is the 
thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken, but the Prophet hath ſpoken 
it preſumptuouſly : thou ſhall not be afraid of him. Judging by this 
_ Modern Pretenders can by no means be allow'd true 

rophets. © as 2 | | 

Monſieur Merlat, Miniſter of a French Church in the City of 
Loyſane, not far from Geneva, in a Sermon Preach'd An. 168g. 
tells us, That ſome who pretended Inſpiration in Dauphiny, : 
from whom the ſame Spirit afterwards came into the Cevennes, 
d the time of the Deliverance of the Church, of which they _ 
kid ſuch Great and Glorious Things in the Years 1688, and - - 


Deut. 8. 21 
2 


2 
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1689. At which time we all know, no ſuch Deliverance came 


"Tis true, we that inhabit this Iſland had at that time a Gl. 
rious Deliverance from Popery, and Slavery, which we ought 
never to forget, and in the good Effe&s and Fruits of 
which, we to this Day have reaſon to rejoyce: But the 
French Churches, which they plainly had their Eye upon, had 
no Deliverance at the time they Ar d. nor have they ſince 
And therefore that Spirit that ſo Poſitively foretold it, was x 
falſifying Spirit. | 
Again; in the very Account that is given us of what N 
in the Cevennes, in The Cry fom the Deſart, we are told, That 
one under Extaſy, and who pretended to ſpeak from GOD 
immediately, aſlurd thoſe that were preſent, that they ſhould 
be happy, that ſhould ſee the Year 1706. Which Year is not 
only come and gone, but the Year 1707 too, and yet it is hard 
to ſay, wherein the poor French Proteſtants are now happier 
than they were before. Here again their Spirit has plainly fal. 
ſified. But to come nearer Home, I'll mention to you a few 
Modern Inſtances : And when they are ſo ſtrangely Confident, 
"ris a vain thing to be ſhy of charging Particulars, which may 
be Satisfying and Convincing. | 
Tis well known to many, that it was Prophetically declard 
by one of them, and afterwards reported by many, that a Dif- 
mal Judgment would fall on this City in three Weeks time, 
But bleſſed be G O D, tho' many Weeks have. ſince elaps'd, 
this Noble City, the Ruin of-which would be the greateſt Joy 
to Hell and Rome that could be, continues ſafe ; and I hope will 


be ſtill preſerv'd from all their Curſes, by the help of the ſerious 


fervent Prayers,of the many upright Souls that inhabit oy 6 
would not willingly have this brought as a Proof of the Fall. 
ty of their Spirit, and therefore have found out a ſubtle Key 
of Time. The three Weeks muſt be three Weeks,of Years; 


and who can help pitying ſuch as are that way to be impos d 


upon ! | 
In a Warning which is ſaid to have been dictated by the 


| ak yu Spirit on the Twenty-ſixth of July laſt, are theſe Words: The 
Wc: 11. pag. 


Tower Guns will roar in à few Days: by this Day Seven- night. But a 


Week and a Fortnight paſt, and no Man could hear the ſound 


of them. By that time it ſhould ſeem their Spirit was con- 
vinced it might be Charg'd with a Falſity. Upon Auguſt the 
twelfth therefore, that is ſeventeen Days after the Prediction, 
out comes a Salvo: And 'tis declar'd, that the Tower Guns, 


were the Tormenta e turre Ætherea, the Guns from the Tower of Hea-- 


nen, with which this City was to be batter d: And. that a Ke) 


Nie was not yet given by which to explain the ſeven Nights expreſs d; 
but that 2 few Months ſbould produce that Key. Is not this a meet 


Bantering the World, under the pretence of Revelatiou ? , 
ESL. | A. EE | ot 


yy 


New Pzophers, | 33-2 


not here a falſifying Spirit? Do but recolle& what News we 
ibout that time generally expected from Foreign Parts, and it 
will appear as fit a Seaſon for ſuch a ſort of a Conjecture, to raiſe 
the Reputation of a Prophetick Spirit upon, as could have been 
found out. But our expectations were croſs'd ; and their Spi- 
fit not willing at once to loſe his Credit, comes with an E. bs 
cuſe, and tells rhe World, that truly his meaning was miſtaken. 
Certainly fd they had not been Infatuated they had never made 
this publick ! | | 
But their Spirit ſtill goes on; for one of theſe Prophets de- 

livers to a near Relation, a Paper drawn up on Auguſt the 17th, 
in which there were theſe Words, which I tranſcrib'd from the 
Original: Thou haſt put me from thee ; whereas thy Duty was to 
ſeek : if thou doſt not now do it with the whole Heart, of me in ſecret, 
md of my Servants in whoſe Mouths I ſpeak to thee, then thou ſhalt + 
feel the Power of him whom thou rejecteſt upon thine own Head, and 
thine eldeſt Daughter's. I give thee ſtill ten Days to examine and deter- 
mine thyſelf abſolutely on the one ſide or the other, I expett a poſitiveRe- 
lation: And then I will viſit thee with Mercy or Judgment as thou 
cbuſeft. I had an opportunity of Argging with the Perſon that 
deliver'd this Paper to his Relation, before the Ten Days ex- 
rd, He poſitively aſſur d me, that there was nothing of his 
own in the Paper; but that every Word of it was dictated by 
the Spirit. And what is the Cenſequence ? Truly tho' it isnow 
above five Months ago, that ten Days were given, after which 
GOD was to viſit with Judgment, there is no Judgment yet 
appears. The Perſons concern'd are living,and fignal Monuments 
of the Goodneſs of GOD, upon many Accounts. Perhaps, 
it may be ſaid,, GOD is merciful, and he may in ſome Caſes 
de better than his Word. He threatned by his Prophet that 
ineveb ſhould be deftroy'd within forty Days, which the 
Event did not anſwer; and yet Jonah was a true Prophet. But 
alaſs,,this ſuits not the Cate before us. For GOD never is 
merciful, to the damage, or at the expence of his Truth. His 
eracity was not concern'd in the Caſe of Nineveh. For He has 
piven a general Rule, by which we are to underſtand the 


breatnings of his Prophets. At what inſtant, fays GOD, 7 Jerem. 18 


ball ſpeak concerning a Nation and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up 7» . 
and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if that Nation againſt whom I 
bave pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the Evil, 
lat I thought to do unto them. And the Rule holds with relati- 
on to particular Perſons, as well as to Nations and Kingdoms. 


by this Rule it appears, that the Threatning againſt Nineveh 
vas not abſolute but conditional. Tho” that Wicked City was 
breatned, yet if it repented, ir was not to be deſtroy'd. But 
ven this won't do in our Caſe. For there has been no Repen- 
ice, real or pretended in the Party concern d. The fault (if 
2 it 


_—_ 
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it was one) was perſiſted in not only thro' the Ten Days thx 
were ſpecify'd in the Prediction, but for ſeveral Months ſince 
And yet there's no remarkable diſplay of the Divine Powe, 
unleſs in a way of Support and Conſolation. And therefore the 
Spirit from which this Threatning came, muſt be a falſifying 
Spirit. This was ſpoken in the Name of the Lord; and yet it fi 
lowed not nor came to paſs : And therefore we may conclude in 
G O D's own Words, That thu i à thing which the Lord hath uy 
Spoken. There's no need of fearing ſuch a Prophet: No reaſa 
to regard any thing that comes from him afterwards,under the 
pretence of Inſpiration. Both Reaſon and Scripture will ben 
us out in refuſing ir. 3 
2. That Spirit that diverts from the Scriptural way of Wor. 
ſhiping GOD, while it remains in force, cannot be from GOD 
Twas declar'd heretofore, that that Prophet was not to be u. 
Deut. 13. f. parded by the Iſraelites, that attempted to thruſt them ou? of the uy 
that the Lord their God commanded them to walk in: The Text ſay 
Thou ſhalt not hearken to the words of that Prophet. Not only thou 
ſhalt not do the thing he tempts thee to, but thou ſnalt not ſ 
much as patiently hear the Temptation, but reject it with th: 
utmoſt diſdain and deteſtation. This is as good a Rule for u 
now, as ever it was for the Jews of Old: For we have as great 
Cauſe to be concern'd not to be thruſt out of the way which the Lin 
our God has commanded us to walk in, as they could have. This (6 
Jemn Charge would have juſtify'd the Jews in a refuſal to liſten" 
to any that ſhould have pretended to alter their way of WorkipM* 
nay in their ſtanding it out even againſt our Saviour and h | 
Apoſtles, if GOD fad not ſignify d before-hand, that in tl ® 
days of the Meſſiah, a New Mode of Worſhip ſhould be into 
duc'd. The Jews having ſundry Predictions of this ſort, which 
intimated that their Peculiarity would come to an end, wen 
indeed to blame that they were ſo fond of their Old Ways and 
Methods, when the time that GOD prefix d for Alteration 
was plainly arriv'd. But as for us Chriſtians we have not tie 
leaſt intimation in the New Teſtament, of any. deſign'd Alterat 
on of the way we are to walk in even to the End of Time: an 
therefore for us to liſten to any that would put us out of tha 
way of Worſhip which we are by our Sacred Records directe 
to, is to pour Contempt on them, diſhonour our Saviour, an 
bewilder our ſelves. ö ö 
Now it appears to be one Great Deſign of thoſe that et! 
for Prophets among us, to thruſt us out of the way which the In 
our God hath commanded us to walk in. They'd have us leave oil 
Sacred Ordinances, manag'd by a regular Miniſtry, that © 
plains the Sacred Scriptures in their proper connected Senſe, 
forces all the Great Truths and Dutiel of Chriſtianity,and adm 
. niſters both the Sacraments as our Lord has appointed them 


* 
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is Church, to aſſociate with them in confuſed Meetings, where 
| may ſer up for Teachers that have but a ſuſficient ſtock of 
anfidence ; where Women teach as well as Men, tho' St. Paul | 
2s expreſly forbidden ir *, where Rapture and Exſtacy Jupply * Cor. 14. 
te place of Order and Regulatity ; where they are gaping at 34. 
er they know not what; and are without Miniſtry, without 124. 
bicraments, without any opportunity of being reminded of 
many of the moſt important Truths and Duties of our Holy 
Religion; the inſiſting on which is poſtpon'd to incoherent Ha- 
rangues, Which for the moſt part run upon ſuch things as have 
no tendency to make People either Wiſer or better. If this 
from G OD, I can't ſee ro what purpoſe it would be for 
Vo. us, any longer to own the Bible as the Rule of our Religion. 
DM That Spirit that naturally and viſibly produces ill Fruits, 
cannot be from GOD. *Tis our Saviours own. Mark. Beware, Mat. 7. rs, 
fays he, of falſe Prophets; ye ſhall know them by their Fruits: 1. e. 16. 
by the Effects which their Doctrines, Diſcoveries, and Me- 
thods of Management produce in the Tempers and Lives of 
their Followers. Now do but obſerve, what are the fruits and 
effects of the Diſcoveries and the Methods of thoſe that have 
ſet.up for Prophets among us. Do they make Perſons really bet- 
ter, and more holy than they were before? By their boaſts 
indeed any Man would be led to expect it: But enquire and 
ſee : Search narrowly, and you will find it otherwiſe. And 
methinks it ſhould gfate upon any ſenſible Spirit, to conceive 
that Scheme and Method to be * Eo GOD, that lays all the 
ſtreſs in Religion on things dubious or trivial; that Bleſſes ſuch 
a continue · in notorious Drunkenneſs, and pronounces all their 
Sins pardon'd tho' there's no ſign of a Change; and that con- 
fines the favour of GOD to thoſe of their own way, and con- 
en ferrs it upon them without any exception, if their new Scheme 
be but embrac'd. He that can let it enter into his Thoughts, 
that that Diſpenſation is the fruit of being divinely inſpir'd, - 
that makes Men worſe in their Families, and in their Carriage 
to their neareſt Relations; leſs ſtrict to their Word leſs pun- 
tual to their Promiſes, and leſs careful in their obſervation of 
that day which GOD hath requir'd ſhould be peculiarly conſe- 
crated to himſelf and his Service, than they were before; He 
I fay that can Ter this enter into his Thoughts, might I ſhould 
think without much difficulty be perſuaded, that Religion has 
really nothing in it; but is a meer Fancy and Fiction. 

4. A Proud haughty and turbulent Spirit cannot be of GOD. 
The beſt of Men are indeed but too full of themſelves : Bur a 
0 Diſpenſation that bolſters Men up in Pride, and naturally fills 


them with Vanity and Haughtinels, can never be from G OD. ,.... Ec 


— and Scripture agree in this. Twas therefore a good yin. Lib. 
iterion that was given by the Monk of Bangor to the Old cap. 2 
Th ER: of | Britain. 


— 
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Britains to help them to judge of Auſtin the Romiſh Agent ic 
this Iſland, whoſe aim it was to make them Conformable f C 
the Roman Church, that if he did not riſe up at the comin 
in of the Britiſh Biſhops, twas a ſign he was not of G or he 

And do our Mem Prophets here bear the Teſt * They talk mug 
indeed of their Humility, but do bur queſtion their being Ii 
fpir'd, and you'll fee diſdain in their Looks. Put them upo i 

ing Bounds and Periods, and fo limiting matters as to preven 
Evaſtons, in order to a Rational Satiskaction, and they m 
quickly out of all patience; and can't bear the thoughts of you 
prefcribing to the Spirit: They are wonderful zealous to pull 
down others, in order to the exalting themſelves. They 
openly and ſcurrilouſly traduce the Office of the Miniſtry, and 
vilify all that are in it without diſtinction, in Moſt opprobriou 
Language. And all this while they tell us they have nothing 
to ſeek, no intereſt to PR nothing to aim at: Forgetting 
that the Reputation of being the Chief Favourites of Heaven, 
of being let into the Secrets of the Almighty, and able to dif. 
cover t to others al; and the hope of being advanc'd to 
Thrones, and having other mighty marks of Diſtinction 
which they ſo often hint at, are as engaging Gratifications of 
Human Ambition, as could well be propos'd. What can be 
more grateful to Fleſh and Blood, than to be Careſs'd and 
Idoliz d as Perſons of extraordinary Gifts and Powers, and to 
have 2 Multitude at the beck of their Paſſion and Humour! for 

Which as far as I can diſcern the Diſpenſation which they fo 
much applaud, leaves as much room, as any that the World 
has been hitherto acquainted with. wh 

5. A Ludicrous Spirit is not likely to be of GOD. Words 
and Actions that become not a Man of Gravity, cannot reaſons- 
bly be ſuppos'd to come from the Spirit of GO D. Is it like- 
Iy that he thould ſpeak by the Mouth of a mean Wench, ſuch 
words as theſe ; Oh now do you believe it, do you? Aye, this is fi 

Four Unbelief Gentlewoman ? Docs this look like inſpiration? 

Would GUD call her a Gentlewoman whom he knew to have 
been but a little while ſince an inferiour Servant, and that to 
a Snuffer of Candles in the Play-Houſe ? And is it ſuppoſable 
if GOD was the ſpeaker, that he ſhould uſe. ſuch a Bantet- 
ing fort of Language, as tends to provoke Laughter, rather 
than to ſtir up ſeriouſneſs and regard? In another place its ſaid 
that the Devils ſhould ſet the King of France in the Pillory in Hell, 

t hat they might fliut at him. Could any thing be more ridi- 
culous? And ſo when they Whiſtle, and Hiſs, and Drum, and 

Trumpet in their Exſtacies, and take theſe things with many 

other childiſh and fantaſtick Motions for evident marks of 1 

Gracious Viſitation ; and when the Spirit employs them to beat, 

and thump and cuff, and trample upon one another, and to 2 

1 | Fray on 
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Hicks like Merry Andrews upon a Stage, can this be the Spirit 
cob? He muſt have very ſtrange thoughts of him that 
n ſuppoſe it. To pretend to parallel ſuch things as theſe, in 
de cale of the Ancient Prophets, argues either groſs Ignorance 
r wilful Prevarication. 


po eve. We may therefore remember that when St. James and 


ul 
0 | and Revengeful Spirit which he could not approve of, and 
lich was oppoſite to that Spirit of Love and Gentleneſs which 


rophers, freely pour out their Curſes on all that oppoſe them; 
d ſeem to delight in nothing more than in threatning Vials of 


e Peculiar Heritage of the L O RD, and his ſpecial Meſſen- 
rs. Judgments on oppoſers is their Common Theme, on 
hich they are warmeſt and freeſt: And they are required 


ft. John were in their rage for commanding down Fire from 

even to conſume the Samaritans that would not receive 

hem, our LORD rebuk'd them, ſaying ; e know not what Luke 9. 5,, 
mer of Spirit ye are of. He charges them with an Uncharita- 33. 


e came to diffuſs. Forgetting this, they that now ſer up for 


math, and Fire from Heaven, on all ſuch as refuſe to own them 


u. Laſtly, A Malicious Spirit cannot be of G O P, for God js, John 4. 8. 


of Wever to pity thoſe that fall under theſe Judgments. Nay upon ® Mr. La- 
be Ne ſuppoſition of their near a—_— they often ſcornfully-cy's 1. 
od uult. And can this be of GOD? Alaſs, Darkneſs is not s, 


ove and Meekneſs, and Tenderneſs, which it is the great de- 
gn of the Goſpel to ſpread abroad in the World. 
Trying our dem Prophet by ſuch Rules as theſe they muſt 
Caſt and Condemn'd. And if ſo, then to have been too for- 
herd and Credulous in falling in with them, muſt be faulty. 
u. has been declar'd by ſome, that ſuppoſing they ſhould give 
eſe People encouragement, and at 297 miſtaken, 1 
duld be no great harm in it: In which I can by no means a- 


lin Scripture Precept, of Trying Spirits before we believe them ! 
Is if there were no great harm in taking a method that naturally 
to ads to harden and embolden Scoffers, and encourage them in 
k& Nontemning the ſacred Scriptures, that we are aſſur d were gi- 
f: Nen by the Inſpiration of E 

, that are eaſy of Belief as to any New Divine Inſpiration. 
ho in this Caſe there has manifeſtly been a Peculiar Hazard 
om the Beginning. For the Author of the Hiſtory of the Edict 
| Nants who is even in the Cry from the Deſart, produc'd as a 
oucher for the Inſpir'd in the Cevennes, tells us in ſo many 


a their Direction, to Counterfeit Inſpiration. This being Fact, * 


© that the three Perſons that came from thence hither, — 
| — 


Fee with them. As if it were no great harm flatly to diſobey a 


OD! Which is what they really 


t ſome were ſuborn'd as Counterfeits, what evidence have +: 


ore oppoſite to Light, than ſuch a Temper to that Spirit of .. 53 


ords, that the Papiſts in France ſuborn'd ſome, who were un- — | 
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have occaſion d ſuch a noiſe by diffuſing their Spirit among 
us, are not of the number of thoſe Counterfeirs ; and wer 
got deſign'd to ſerve the Purpoſes of thoſe who are our Er, 
mies becauſe of our Religion; and who would be glad of ſr. 
ring the Reformation, Should this at laſt prove true, and h 
Evidenc'd (and I have ſome Reaſon to believe that it will 
a little time) will there then appear, to have been no Haim 
in Credulity ? Will not that be found in the iſſue, to be mug 
ro GOD's Diſhonour, and the ſcandal of our Holy Relig 


on. 
And as for thoſe that Cry, Well if this is of G OD, it hat 
ſand after all; I can't admire the Wiſdom of their ſuppoſti. 
n on, when there is ſuch Proof upon Tryal, thag G O DM not 
| ſpoken by them. If theſe Rules are juſt, and theſe Facts tu 
think inſtead of ſtanding Neuters, we are in Duty bound u. 
oppoſe them, and cannot anſwer for doing otherwile eitlzrMf 
to GOD, or our own Conſciences. But farther. 


V. Tracing the Falſe Prophets which the Writings of th 
New Teſtament foretel us ſhould ariſe in the Chriſtian Church 
from one Age to another, theſe Mew Prerenders appear in 
the main to be much of the ſame Stamp and Spirit and Deſign, 
Had there never been any ! old Pꝛerenders to a Prophetick 
Spirit in the Church before, or had they been very rare, ou 
ſurprize might-have been the greater at thoſe rhat have ſtart 
ed up in our Times: But when we find that ſuch were ſti. 
ring even in the Days of the Apoſtles ; and that there hav: 
been ſome ſuch in moſt Ages ſince, we have the Jeſs Reaſonto 
| wonder at the Late Attempt. Our Bleſſed LORD foretoll 
Mat. 4- 24. the ariſing of Falſe Pzophets betimes: Aud Joſephus tle 
Celebrated Jewiſb Hiſtorian relates how that Prediction was ful. 
filld, before Jeruſalem was deſtroy'd. And that, there wer 
falſe Prophts in the Days of the Apoſtles, is plain from 
p * 1+ the forecited paſſage of St. John, who declares in fo ma 
6. Words, many falſe Prophets are gone out into the World : And if 
we compare St. Peter with it, we ſhall find reaſon to conclude 
that it would be the ſame alſo in the times that follow'd from 

one Age to another. | | | | | 
'* Euſeb. Cerinthus liv'd in St. John's Days, and had many followers. 
Eccl. Hiſt. He pretended to extraordinary Revelations, * and taught thit 
Lib. III. cap. Chriſt would have a Temporal Kingdom after the Refurretts 
- on, when Men ſhould ſpend the ſpace of a Thouſand Years 1 
a Nuptial Feſtivity. And ſome think St. John had theſe in bi F 
Eye, when he ſays that many falſe Prophets were even then g 1 
out into the World. | | 
In the next Age Juſtin Martyr and ſome of the Fathers ti : 


were Cotemporaries with him, zealouſly aſſerted that the ii 
Mo X 7 welt 
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Sitylline Verſes, than even for the Revelation of St. John. 

About the Year 200 aroſe that Impoſtor Montanus, who 
thought himſelf ſo full of Light and Inſpiration, that he Aſ- 
ſerted that che Promiſe of our Saviour to his Diſciples of lead- 
ing them into all truth, was principally intended of himſelf, 
and fulfill'd in him. He declar'd himſelf the Paraclete, and 
had two Propheteſſes attending him, who Atteſted the Divini- 

of his Miſſion, tho' they were not very eminent for their 
SanQtiry themſelves. Tertullian tho' a great Man fell in with 
him, and was an Abettor and Publiſher of his Notions, 
Theſe Montaniſtsfor the moſt part agreed with the Generality of 
Chriſtians as to the Doctrinal Principles of Religion: But they 
pretended to be ſent of GOD to fix a more perfect Diſcipline in 
the Church,than had been ſettled by the Apoſtles. They had vi- 
olent Agitations, and often fell into Exſtaſies, and whatſoever 
they Spake either then or immediately after, was reckbn'd to 
1 Revelation; and they thought there was no room 
to doubt of the truth of it. They faſted much; and were 
remarkable for ſeveral Auſterities. There - were many Meet- 
ings to conſider of their Propheſies, which were generally 
cenſur'd and condemn'd by the Guides of the Church, and 


Prophets, from their Ecſtaſtes, to which the Prophers of the 
New Teſtament were Strangers. And Apollonius prov'd them 
Falſe Prophets, becauſe they produc'd ill Fruits. And after 
e making a great noiſe for a while, they at length diſappear'd 
ul. and dwindled away. 

In the next Age the Violence of Perſecution drove many 
nf Chriſtians, eſpecially in Egypt and Paleſtine, into the Wilderneſs, 
to fave their Lives; where they liv'd like Hermites and became 
i Viſionaries. St. Jerome writing the Lives of ſeveral of them, 
{WF draws up Spiritual Romances. We have Viſions, Revelations, 


oF od Miracles at every turn; Diſcourſes with Monſters, and 


what not! And ſomething very peculiar might for what T 
low befal ſome of thoſe firſt Founders of a Monaſtick Life, 


a WF for the warning of all the Ages that follow'd, eo beware of 


WJ Enthuſiaſtick Spirit, as they would not be led by it into 

ute utmoſt extravagance. $4 | 

A little after the Year 600. aroſe Mahomet, who ſty1'd him- 

Wi £!f :he Apoſtle of God. He did nor pretend to deliver a New Re- 
ligion, but to revive the Old one, which he ſaid GOD firſt 
gave to Adam, and afterwards reſtor'd by Revelation to Abra- 


ten, He own'd Moſer and Chriſt = Prophets; but ſaid * 
e 


were Inſpir'd: * And ſeveral of them had more reſpect for the * Blondel | 
es Sybi 


Lev. 2. Cl, 
26. 


the moſt ſerious and judicious Chriſtians. Euſebius gives us the E:cleſ. Hiſt 

moſt particular Account of them, and how they were oppos'd. L, · f. cap. 
Apillinarius prov'd them Falſe Prophets, becauſe they foretold * 44 '7» Wh 
Wars that never happen'd. Miltiades argu'd them to be Falſe '* 7 1 


2 A Caveat againſt 
the Jews and Chriſtians had corrupted the Holy Writings ; ag MW 
that he was ſent to reſtore the Law of GOD, to its primitiy ti 
Purity. He pretended to receive all his Revelations from the 
Angel Gabriel. He complains in his Alchoran, which is but a Co. W# 
lection of his Prophetical Warnings, of the Charges thy WM” 
were brought *. him of his being a Magician, an Impoſtos U 
and Teller of Old Fables. He deluded Men dy Promiſes of WMi'* 
great and agreeable Rewards to ſuch as ſhould believe in hin, N 
and threatnings of moſt diſmal Puniſhments on ſuch as ſhouli { 
_— him. The Atchoran that he compos'd, which is the Bible ! 
of his Followers, they repreſent as ſo excellent for its Elo. 
quence and Doctrine, as to be equivalent to Miracles. II 
boaſted of a Journey to Heaven, under the conduct of the A. 
pe! Gabriel, but could produce no credible Witneſs. And il 

is Sayings and Doings are collected as a Supplement to his 4. 
choran, by way bf Tradition. And thus in the courſe of a fey 
Years, as ridiculous an Impoſture as ever was vented, gain 
Credit in many Countries, and over- ſpread ſome of the moſt 
Noble and Beautiful Parts of the World, where it obtains even 

at this Day. Such as will take the pains to read over the Life 
of that Impoſtor, written by the Learned Dr. P7ideaux, and 
ublith'd in theYear 1698. and compare it with the Schemes and 
ethods of our Mem pꝛetended Piophetg, will in many Par 
ticulars find a moſt ſurprizing Agreement. 

The Superſtitions and Idolatrous Corruptions of the Church 
of Rome prevail'd in the Veſt, much about the fame time as the 
Mahumetan Fooleries ſpread far and near in the Eaſt. And in the 
Romiſh Church an Enthuſiaſtical Spirit has remarkably prevail d, 
ever ſince its firſt Degeneracy. The Hiſtories of the Lives of 
their Saints are full of Viſions, Extraordinary Revelations, and 
Extacies. Whenever any thing was to be undertaken for the 
Advancement of the Church; and when any new Doctrine 
or Worſhip was to be eſtabliſh'd, a Revelation has ſtill been 
coin'd to lire to it, and confirm ir. Thus. was the way 

17d. Span- pav'd for the ſettlement of Image-worſhip. *. And when 
emi Hitt. the Croiſades were afterwards {et on foot, to recover the Holy 
wag. Seck. I. Land from the Saracens, and make way for aggrandizing the 
. XIII. Pope of Rome by weakning all the Weſtern Princes, Peter the 
Hermite declar'd he was dire&ed by Inſpiration to urge that 
11a. Tyr; Expedition. + And ſo when the Doctrine of the Real Preſence, 
I. 4 Tranſubſtantiation, and the Adoration of the Sacrament was to 
. . cap. be eſtabliſh'd, there happen'd juſt at that very time to be a Wo- 
2. man in the City of Leige nam'd Eve, to whom the Spirit reveal- 

| ed that they ought to inſtitute a Feaſt to the Honour of the 
Holy Sacrament. To make way for the paſſing the immacu- 
'& Mo. late Conception of the Virgin into an Article of Faith, the C. 
num, Cc. deliers produc'd the Revelations and Viſions of St. Brigit; 7 


9202 


hay oo . = *% <7 


tel. as ._M”I mo AOkA us. r ww g owt p__ A ee 


" New Prophets. 


—  —Q— 
the Jacobires, who there were againſt them, by way of oppoſi- 
tion produc'd the Viſions and Revelations of St. Katharine of 
gens. St. Hildegard alſo was a celebrated Prophereſs in her Day; 
and her Revelations were confirm'd in a full Council at Tyyers, 
with the concurrence of St. Bernard, Au. 1148. She and Cyril 
the Presbyter and Anchorite of Mount Carmel prophecy'd luſtily . 5% chef 
zainſt the Mendicant Monks and Friars of thoſe Times *. pri pbecier in 
Nay, the Romiſh Church has He Saints and She Saints, famous Hoipia. de 
for Viſionsand Revelations from one Age to another. She can Orig. Mo- 
produce an Angelick Carmelite, a St. Gertrude, a St. Elizabeth ew Tat 6. 
of Schon hoven, a St. John of la Croix, and a thouſand more, whoſe 9 
Legends are as full of Revelations as they can hold. Particu- 
larly if we conſult the Lives of all the Founders of their Reli- 
gious Orders, as St. Francis of Aide, St. Dominick, and St. Igna- 
tis Loyola, we ſhall find them full of Extaſies and Viſions, Re- 
yelations, and Combats with the Devil; and ſuch like things. 
And what pity is it that we Proteſtants ſhould imitate the Ro- 
miſh Church in her Vifionary Temper; and therein take Pat- 
tern from her! I fear we may conclude, that if ſhe once in- 
feds us with her Giddy Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, we ſhall find that 
that will ſoon be follow'd with her uſual Superſtitions and 
RKolatries. . ME 2: | 

We have a ſurprizing Story as to what happen'd a little af- 
ter the Year 1200. that is commonly reported in the Hiſtory 
of that Age. The Mendicant Monks, the Jacobites and Cordeliers 
being weary of the Old Goſpel, were for bringing in a New one, | 
which they call'd, che Eternal Goſpel. It was (as they ſaid) to 0 
be the Goſpel of the Holy Spirit, and to ſucceed the Goſpel of Vide Ufſeri- 
Chriſt. * They ſaid that God the Father reign'd under the am de Caring 
Law, and the Son under Grace; but that under the Mendicant x..1r gc- 
Orders the Holy Spirit was to enter into his Reign, and reign ceſfone & 
for ever. The Fancy had a mighty ſpread, and the Univerſity Statu, cap. 94 
of Pers, was in an Uproar about it: But at laſt the Deſign was Se#. 20, S. 
quaſh'd-by the ſubtle Methods of the Court of Rome. Howe- 
ver there remaih ſuch Foot-ſteps of it to this Day, as may be 
iſſiſtant to ſuch as are defirous by a New Form of Religion to 
ſupplant the Old one. 

An. 1364. Joannes de Rupeſciſſa a Minorite Fryar fore- told two j 
Anti-Chriſts, the Deſolation of the Nations, the intire Oppreſ- raſcic. rer. 
hon of the Clergy, and the Reduction of the World to the expe:. & i 
Faith of Chriſt, before the Year 1370. All this he pretended fs: Vol. 2-if 
was Revealed to him by the Lord JESUS, tho' no one parti- | 
cular came to pals. Campanella 

An. 1446. one Nicolas a Buldeſdorf going into the Council of 8 | 
befil, Sirnam'd himſelf The Angelick Paſtor, and declar'd that he — i 
hould deftroy Anti-Chriſt, deliver the Jews from Captivity, E q 
collett the Church out of all Notions, and extirpate the vo Rel. 1653. 
— a 2 ut 
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But we have not in all Hiſtory any thing of this nature, tha 
is more remarkable, than what has happen'd ſince the Refor. 
mation of theſe Parts from Popery. When  Zuinglius wu 
Preaching the pure Doctrine of the Goſpel to the Swiſs Canton 
he had ſome that warmly oppos'd him upon the Head of Infant. 
Baptiſm ; and they fancy'd themſelves Prophets. They Pro. 
N ublickly in the Streets of the City of Zurich, againſt 
Zuinglii Op. the Old Dragon, meaning Zuinglius: And cry'd, Wo, wo, wo, 
Tom* 2. to Zurich And ſome of them fix d 7onah's term of Forty Day 
Elench. Con- for the Deſtruſtion of that wicked City. And tho' the Event 
3 of it prov'd them falſe Prophets, they yet perſiſted long in 
prifts:. p. 8. their unaccountable Fancies; and gave a great deal of Di- 

ſturbance. | 
Luther alſo was oppos'd by ſome of the ſame Stamp at . 
tembergh, ſoon after he attempted a Reformation. They that 
ſet themſelvesro oppoſe him pretended to have Diſcourſe with 
GOD, and ſaid — had given them a Command to kill the 
Wicked, and ſettle a New World, in which only the Godly 
See Came- and the Innocent ſhould live and bear ſway ; and Caroloſtadiu 
ar. in Vit. too much ſided with them, and even Melanchthon himſelf * 
Melanch.--- was for a while a little diſturbed with them. At firſt they kept 
ſecret ; but afterwards they created diſmal — Muncer 
was train'd up amongſt them. He at firſt inveigh'd againſt Ia 
ther and the reſt of the Proteſtant Miniſters jointly with the 
Pope; and then ſet himſelf above them, by boaſting of im- 
Slüdani mediate Revelations ; 4 under pretence of which, he became 
e gan Abſolute DiQator, among his Followers, who at length amount- 
relig, & ed to Eleven thouſand Armed Men, that were wholly at his 
Reip. p. 72, Beck. Making a Speech to theſe poor Creatures that _ up- 
18, 119. on his Lips, he aſſur d them that he did every thing by a Com- 
mand of E OD. He promis'd them help from Heaven, and 
ſure Victory when they came to ingage their Oppoſites : And 
undertook to receive all the Bullets that ſhould be ſhot againſt 
them in his Coat, without any harm. When the Wretch was 
at laſt taken, and under Torture, and was puit in mind of 
the multitude of poor Souls of whoſe Miſery and Ruin he had 
been the Occaſion, inſtead of diſcovering the leaſt remorſe, he 

d. pag- 123. Iaugh'd; and faid that it was their own Fault. 

erwards whea ſome of the ſame Crew had got the City of 
Munſter in Weſtphalia in their Poſſeſſion, they us'd frequently to 
i run about the Streets and Cry Repent and be Baptix d, or tht 
il % 7, 1. Wrathof God will ſpeedily overwhelm you. One John Matthew that 
=” was a Celebrated Prophet among them, requir'd they ſhould 
bring all their Goods and Poſſeſſions into one common Store: 
And he ran thro' the Streets with a Pike in his Hand, declaring 
that GOD the Father had commanded him to drive th6ſe from 


the City who then Beſieg d it. As he drew near the Camp, i 


— 
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I ſlain in the view of many; and tho' he by that was moſt 
ſectually prov'd a Falſe Ponder, yer the People were ſtill 
ö infatuated as readily to liſten to others of the ſame Stamp; 
id particularly to John of Leiden, who ſtep'd forth and told 
tem that it was reveal'd to him that his Brother was to have 


ro. och an Exit, and that he was to marry his Widow. After- 
nf Nrards he fignify'd to them that it was reveal'd to him from 
wo, lezen that a Man might marry as many Wives as he would : 
ad it was alſo reveal'd to another Prophet that it was the 


ill and Command of their Heavenly Father, that this John 
Leiden ſhould have the Empire of the whole Earth, and 
ofſeſs the Throne of his Father David; all other Princes 
ing eje ted. Whereupon this John with great modeſty fell 
n his Knees, and lifte y his Hands to Heaven, and told 
he People that this had been known to him many Days; 
ith Nut that he would not divulge it, that their Faith might be 
he Meonfirm'd by the Fathers uſing another Miniſter : And after 
ly his, he us'd the State of a King, Knipperdoling was his chief 
iur Miniſter, and very Officious. He once creeping on the Heads 
Ff the People as they ſtood very thick and cloſe together in 
pt the Market Place, breath'd upon them one after another, ſay- 
9 the Father hath ſanctify'd thee, receive thou the Holy 


ſt. Nothing was more commonly talk'd of among them, than 
he be Kingdom of Chriſt on Earth, when the Wicked were to 
m- We deſtroy'd, and the Ele& to reign: And Luther with them 
ne Nas even worſe than the Pope himſelf. The Infatuation con- 


it= inu d all the time that the City was Beſieg d. King John ſent 
is Nis Emiffaries out to Convert the World, and promis'd the poor 
people Deliverance to the laſt: After they had long waited to 
n. Wo purpoſe, and ſeem'd almoſt tir'd, he at length fix d the 
1% following for the time when they ſhould be deliver'd. 
nd ben Eaſter came, they were rather in greater ſtraits than be- 
iſt ore, and it appear'd difficult to pacify them any longer. Upon 
lich this Wrexch of a King feign'd a Sickneſs of ſix Days 
of {Wontinuance, and then publickly told the People that he had 
ad Ween fitting upon a blind Aſs, and that the Father had laid on 
he im the Sins of the whole Multitude, who were now free from 

uilt: and that this was the Deliverance that he had promis d 
of rem, and with which they ought to reſt contented. Thus 
ere they unaccountably troll'd on by one Flam after ano- 
her, and Multitudes of them were deſtroy'd while the City 
as Beſieg d, and when it was taken, and yet they who ſur- 
vd ſtill doted on the ſame Fancies, and expected they ſhould 
we all the World at command in a very little time; and to 
retend to _ with them, was to as much 4 as to rea- 


oa with the Wind. From them, among others came David + 
enge who was afterwards fo famous. | There 


46 A Caveat againſt 
here are few but have heard of the Story of Hacker, cpr 
ger, and 2 in the Days of Queen Elizabeth. Huy 
was a migh an for Revelations, and would atreſt the try 
of them with moſt direful Oaths and Execrations. He preteg 

ed that the Principal Spirit of the Meſſiah reſted in him. 
pinger who was a Gentleman of good Deſcent, was his Prophy 
. of ercy ; and Arthington a Yorkſhire Gentleman was his 2 
plhbet of Judgment. Theſe two proclaim'd out of a Cant u 
Fuller, Cheapfide, that Chriſt was come in Hacker, with his Fan in his 
church Hiſt. hand, to purge the Godly from the Wicked ; and cry'd Repem 
of Britain. England, Repent. They were all ſeiz d by the Government: 
-Cenr. 16- and Hecket was hang d; Coppinger ſtarv'd himſelf in Priſon 
— 5 FS* and Arthington made a Recantation. Some have attempted ty 
7» 39% caſt the Odium of this wretched Deluſion upon the Puritans of 
thoſe Days, among whom Hacker was very Converſant: By 


— — 


— 


' Dr. Fuller does them but juſtice in declaring, that uy as cot. 
dilly deteſted Hacker's Blaſphemies, as any of the Epiſcopi 
arty. | | 


But this Deluſion was much ſqoner over, than another ig 
Ge which was occaſion'd by Kotterus Drabitius and pni- 
Via, — * pretended to Prophetical Inſpiration in the laſt Cen- 
tury. They were favourably regarded by ſeveral good Chri- 
Tians, and ſome worthy Divines; and among the reſt the 
Learned Comenius was a great Admirer of them; and took un- 
weary d pains to collect and diſperſe their PrediQions. The 
good Man took them to be as truly Inſpir'd of GOD, as any 
of the Pen- men of the Holy Scripture : And being one that 
Was much affected with the Calamities of the Proteſtant 
Churches in his Day, and long'd with impatience for their Re- 
ſtauration, he as readily ſuck'd in whatever came from thoſe 
Pretenders, as Monſieur Jurieu and ſome others have ſince done, 
whatever has come from the poor Creatures in Dauphin 
and the Cevennet, without any Examination. Their Specches 
ee he which they repreſented as Prophetical were meer — 
_ * of * They declar'd that the Turk was to turn Chriſtian, and ovet- 
| —_ throw the Emperor of G many and the Pope in a very little time 
Chriſtiana And by 1680. the Nations and People of the Earth being te. 
Pomatoevia, duced into the Lap of the Church, the Building of the Ne 
& Nicholas Jernſalem was immediately to ſucceed. 
ome, here are ſome now living that remember Doomſaay Sedgwith 
Lenden in Who receiv'd his Name, from his pitching on a certain Day fi 
W654. in the Commencement of the general Judgment. The Day provd 
Paro: very ſtormy and tempeſtuous, and remarkable for its Thunder 
Wo comer and Lightnings, at which many were ſtartled, becauſe he (wiv 
e had the Reputation of great Piety and Probiry) had io poſitively 
Wc. in 470. predicted them; but the Fear ſoon diſpers d, when fair Wet 
Wi 1559. er ſucceeded foul, and all things were found to n 


they were before. 
13 4 F 7 4 . f 2 
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47 

ir And the late Story of Mr. Maſon in Buckinghamſbire ought not 

cla o be forgotten. He firmly expected the Appearance of Chriſt | | 
uch t 2 little Village in that County call'd Water Stratford *, to Fra _ 
a> Mondu& his People from thence to Jeruſalem and begin the . e 
mem: But about the very time that was fix d for Chriſt's of Mr. John 
bet WM opearance, Mr. Maſon dy d; and left a — of poor de- Maſon of 
W. oded People behind him, who continu'd together, Praying, ry Tr 


d Dancing and Singing Night and Day, in hope of Chriſt's 5% 
udden Appearance among them : Bur after long Waiting to NG 


jo purpoſe, they at laſt diſpers'd. 
f — Paſſages being — we need not much wonder 


ont any ſayings or doings of thoſe who now ſet up for Prophets 
w nong us: For they hardly have any thing that is odd or fanta- 
of Wical, but it is Copy'd from one or other of the Inſtances fore- 
bu Wrention'd. It is an eaſy thing to obſerve, that ſuch as have 


en Acted by a Spirit of Enthuſiaſm from one Age to another, 
we in ſeveral things agreed moſt wonderfully, All are {till 
r inveighing againſt fuch as went before them; and for pour- 
contempr on the ſtanding Miniſtry in the Church, and thoſe 
at Officiate in it. All are for keeping as long as ever they 
1in Generals in their Predictions, to prevent being detected. 
nd when they come to particulars, all are very Poſitive, tho 
ithout any ſuitable Grounds. Go to argue with them, and 
bey I ſtop: your Mouth with à plain Revelation from Hea- 
en; and they expect their Affirmation ſhoyld be Credited, 
1thout Proof. They all groſly miſinterpr Scriptures, 
ad pply the whole of them to thoſe Notions of which they 
ſo hugely fond ; and fancy they meet with them wherever 
dey caſt their Eye, between Geneſis and the Reweletion. All 
re apt to lay more ſtreſs on the things they faſten on, than 
n much Greater matters. We may obſerve in all of them, a 
want of due fearch and enquiry into the Grounds on which 
ey admit their ſuggeſtions to be Divine and from GOD; 
da readineſs to find Evaſions when the Event has Confut- 
L their Predictions, or when any thing is urg d that tends 
Convince : Much Spiritual Pride cover'd with a pretence 
more than ordinary Humility ; great Ignorance, and thick 
els in the midſt of their Higheſt Flights; and a greater 
ependence on their own Whimſies, than on the Sacred Ora- 
esthemſelves. And if we cammot from ſuch inſtances as theſe 
duc d, learn not to make light of a pretence to immediate 
ſpiration, which tho it begins low, often iſſues ſo Tragically; 
we don't learn to be afraid of any thing that borders upon 
athuſiaſm either in our ſelves or others, we ſhew that we are 
to be inſtruQted by the experience of other Men, but are of 
* number of thoſe that can only be taught by feeling, the 
ger” of running Diviſions in Religion, and of ny the. 
| | Pinie: | 
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A Caveat againſt 


2 Theſ. 2. 
11. 


2 Cor. 11. 
14 


have taken the mere Convulſions of the Body, and the fall 


Perſons that they are truly Inſpir'd, ſecure us from a Del 


* SeeaLate in order to their ſatisfaction. * He gave Gideon a 


— 


il | Pape 46. ec. 
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Spirit of Error and Deluſion, for the Spirit of Truth and 
berneſs. But I add farther, ; _—_ 


VI. That ſuppoſing-our Modern Pzetended. Prophets 

to be — £4 (which I believe 15 to — 5 
but really to apprehend themſelves Inſpir'd ; it would yet! 
no means be 4 to depend on their Word in ſuch a Cafe, u 
leſs they give us ſuch Evidence as Reaſon and Scripture all 
us to demand. With ſome indeed the Characters of the Py 
ſons who pretend to be Inſpir'd, ſupplies the. place of EN 
"dence that tis G OD that Inſpires them: Bur this is a m 
fallacious Method. For what can be more common than m 
ſtakes in the Characters of other Men? We may take hi 
for a Man of Great Piety and Probity, that hath . carry 
a fair outſide,” and had a General Reputation, who may yet 
cretly have been a Man of Intreagues, and Fraudulent Þ 
Qices; and may have run into ſuch Enormities, (tho not: 
nerally known) as GOD may ſee fit to puniſh by leaving li 
to himſelf, and giving him 2p to ſtrong Deluſion, to believe a 
And we may fancy him a Man of Good Senſe, who talks tok 
rably well on ſome particular occaſions, who may yet have h 
a Viſionary Diſpoſition from his Cradle, or received it Hered 
tarily ; or who may have been led in ſome of the impony 
turns of Life, by Dreams and Qmens,and meer GroundleſsWhi 
ſies, rather than by ſober Reaſon and Conſideration. Or kty 
ſuppoſe that we have good ſatisfaction upon probable ground 
both as to theProbity and rhe Sagacity of thoſe thar prom 
be Inſpir'd, yet when the Devil may ſo artificially diſguiſe hi 
ſelf, as to put on the Appearance of an Angel of Light, we cu 
not even thence have ſufficient ſatisfaction but that they ma 
be themſelves impos d upon: Our depending barely upon the 
word may enſnare us. It may much confirm us in this, to d 
ſerve that many have believ'd themſelves Inſpir d without ju 
Grounds; and that ſeveral honeſt and well. meaning Peopt 
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vs 


of an heated elevated Fancy for Divine Inſpiration. - Nos 
how can the firm Perfuaſion and Poſitive Affirmation of ai 


ſion, when it may conſiſt with their being Deluded ? | 
We may further obſerve that when G O D hath dealt wi 
any in a way of Inſpiration, he hath not only wrought in the 
Minds a firm Perſuaſion, but he hath given them good - 00 
r 19 

Fleece, and ſuffer d him to turn it both ways; and ſatisſied f 
'wekiah by the returning back of the Shadow of the Du 
for ſo many degrees as were mention'd : Nor indeed 1s 4 


Man repreſented as Jnſpir'd, either in the Old Teſtament 0. 


* 


New, but G OD afforded him ſuch Proof of it, as might 
give him Rational ſatisfaction. Withal G O D has not difal- 
lw'd* thoſe whom he truly hath Infpir'd, to inſiſt upon their 
being enabled to give ſuitable Rational Evidence of their In- 
fpiration to others. Thus Moſes when GOD was ſend ng Exod. ,. , 
him upon a Peculiar Errand · inſiſted upon his being able to 9 
ve farther ſatisfaction to thoſe to whom he was ſent, than his 
Fire Word; and GOD did not difallow it. He has herein 
gntified his Servants whom he has truly Infpir'd ; and enabled 
luer and others to work Miracles, for the fatisfying thoſe 
whom they had to do with, that G0 D truly Inſpir'd and 
ſent them. It muſt indeed be own'd that there have been ſome 
Inſpir d Perſons that have wrought no Miracles: But then ei- 
er their Revelations have been but of Private Concernment, 
or GOD hath himſelf done ſomething that was Miraculous in 
their Caſe; which made known to others has tended as much 
to give them full rational ſatisfaction, as if they had wrought 
Miracles before them for Confirmation. Thus tho' we read not 
of Jenah's working any Miracle, yet his Preſervation for fo long 
time without the leaſt harm, in the Belly of a Whale, after 
te had been caſt forth into the Sea in a Storm, (which we may 
well ſuppoſe was known to the Men of Nineveb,) tended as 
much to ſatisfy them that Jonah came from G O D, as if he 
himſelf had wrought Miracles amongſt them. 

What I aim at therefore ſtands firm. When Inſpiration is 
pretended by any, ve may demand Good Evidence; and a con- 
tern for the Honour of G O D, as well as for our own ſatis- 
faction may lead us to it. It need not diſcourage us to hear thoſe 
who ſet up for Prophets pretending to come immediately from 
the Great GO D: We may have a Becoming Awe and Reve- 
rence for his Divine Majeſty, and yet demand ſuitable Evi. 
dence; nay we therefore ought to demand ſuitable Evidence, 
becauſe of our Reverential regard to that Majeſty from whom 
they pretend to be Deputed and Sent: Or if the bare Word 
of any Man might be taken in this Caſe without Proof, then 
an Impoſtor, or one that is himſelf Deluded, would have as 
good a right to be receiv'd as a true Prophet; and fo 
OD's Infpiring Men would ſigniſie juſt nothing, becauſe 
When they were Inſpir'd there would be no certain way of 
knowing t from thoſe by whom Inſpiration was but falſſy 
retended. | 
If it be enquir'd, what Evidence Reaſon and Scripture does al · 
ou us to demand and inſiſt on, in the Caſe of Inſpiration; I make | 
o difficulty to reply, that we may very juſtly -inſiſt on ſome *% 
. wry PLY 2. y very a | 
vidences as taken jointly cannot deceive us, or leave — 
ay danger of a Deluſion. Several things have been often urg'd 
i (uſticient Proof, where the * has plainly appear'd in 152 
922 4 y : , N LL us 


A Caveat againſt 


Hue to be Deluſory. I muſt confels I don't take either. 

Viſions, or ſpeaking Languages not diſtinctly known be. 
fore, or Exſtacies, to be in this Caſe ſufficient Evidence; 
without ſomething further. Many Inſtances where ſuch things 
as theſe have been the Product of Bodily Diſtemper, as wel 
as Deſign, may be ſeen in Dr. Meric-Caſaubon's Treatiſe of Euthi. 
ſiaſm. Our beſt way is to inſiſt on ſuch Evidence as G00 
has moſt uſually given to thoſe whom he has Inſpir'd ag his 
Prophets. We may be ſatisfy'd the Bleſſed G O D wont ſend 

| ſpecial Agents without Credentials : And the moſt uſual Di. 
vine Credentials, have been open and uncontroul'd Miracles 
and punctually accompliſht Predictions. __ 

1. Then, we may juſtly inſiſt on Miracles. Reſalution under 
complicated ſufferings may go a great way to convince of the 
ſinceriy of the pretenders to Propheſie; in ſome Circuniſtances 

eſpecially: But Miracles are neceſſary to convince that they ue 
not themſelves impos'd on, but really are ſuch Divine Meſſengen 
as they would be taken for. We find the former Prophets ve. 
ry generally appealing to their Miracles; and I think we need 
not queſtion but that if GOD ſhould ever reſtore again to his 
Church the Gift of Prophecy, he will reſtore alfo the Gift of 
Miracles, by way of Atteſtation. If he ſends forth any new 
Pꝛophets to make Additions to his former Revelations, or 
give riew Explications, to be of equal Authority with what is 
efore reveal'd, 'tis but reaſonable to expect that ſuch Explica- f 
tions and Additions ſhould have an equal Proof, with what is 
before reveal'd And the Miracles produc'd as an Atteſtation in 
fuch a Caſe, ought to be open and wellatteſted, ſo as to leave no if © 
junſt ſuſpicion of Colluſion: All without exception who deſire 
it, ought to be admitted to be Spectators, with free Liberty to 
make the utmoſt ſearch and enquiry into Particulars in order i * 
to their full ſatisfaction: And at the ſame time the Miracles i * 
ought to be compleat, and not wrought by halves. ; 

2. We may alſo inſiſt upon punQually accompliſh'd Predi- 
tions, as to Futurities which fell not under Humane Cogni- 
zance. But then theſe Predictions ſhould nor be moſtly ex- 
preſs'd in general Terms that may be pply'd afterwards to 
different Events: Particulars ought to be 10 1 as ta 

lay a juſt foundation for a Conviction, when the 
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vent is found 
anſwerable, that there was nothing fortuitous in the Caſe, but 
that there was the Real influence of that Superiour Being, whole 
peculiar Character it is, That he knoweth the End frbm the Be- I © 

pinning. Taking a bare Word, is more than our LORD him- 
elf inſiſted on in the Caſe. For ſays he, 1f 1 beer witneſs of YN 
ohn 5. 31-ſelf, my witneſs is not true: By which he plainly intimates, thut f 
| if he had no other Teſtimony bur his own Ward, they would 
not have heen bound to believe him. * "a 
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which he diſowns him, tho' he pretetends to be his Relation. 


8 


ew Prophets, _ 


Let then theſe Gentlemen give us ſuch Evidence as this: 
Let them work compleat Miracles openly, and in the face of 
the Sun, without any Collufion ; and let them plainly and par- 
ticularly fore- tell ſome future Event that GOD only could 
foreſee, and then if what they pretend to bring us from 
GOD, carries nothing in it that is repugnant to Natural Re- 
ligion, nor to that Revelation which we have abundant evi- 
dence came from him, I'll grant we ſhould deſerve to be 
blam'd for refuſing to Credit them: But till then, our abet- 
ting or encouraging them by our Credulity, I cannot but take 
to be a provoking Sin, that might juſtly expoſe us to the Di- 
vine ſeverity, as not having a ſufficient or a duly regulated 
concern for the Honour of GOD, and the Credit of our Ho- 
ly Religion. | 


VII. The Seventh and Laſt Aſſertion advanc'd is this: That 
ſeveral Matters of Fact relating to thoſe that now ſet up for 
Prophets, which are well atteſted ; and the Account which 
they themſelves give of ſome circumſtances, naturally lead to 
ck Objections, as make it utterly incredible that they ſhould 
be Divinely Inſpir'd. . : 


The Characters of the three French Men, who have been the 
firſt Leaders, in this New Diſpenſation, give juſt Ground of 
ſuſpicion. One of them has notoriouſly — his Faith; for 
after he had been conducted ro Gencua he return'd into the 
Cevernes, * contrary. to his agreement with the Marquis de La- He the 
lande; and he pretends to juflify it, by ſaying that he was de- Accounr W 
termin'd to it b an Inſpiration from above. As if the Bleſſed Elias Maria 
GOD would diſpoſe Men to break their Contracts, by Inſpi- bimnſelf. ol 
ration, when his Word which we know was Inſpir'd, repreſents th cry 
it as ſo great a Crime, and threatens it with fo ſevere a Puniſh- from ibe De- 
ment ! | . pag 

Another of them that has been charg'd with killing ſeveral 
Perſons in cold Blood, from which charge he has never yer 
clear d himſelf,” as I can hear of, has declar'd in the Hearing 
of many, That he would murder his own Father if he was command= _ 
ed to do it by Inſpiration; , ſuch a Wretch is a thouſandfold more D 
likely, to be Inſpir'd by the Spirit of the Devil, than the Spi-1/9" *bſe 
it of GOD. 5 — It 

5 5 ear witntſ- 1 

The third, who is the moſt boiſterous of all, lies under a moſt /e-- | ö 
unhappy Character as to his Morals; and I have ſeen an Af- | 
hdavit Sign'd by Cal. Cavallier himſelf, when in Holand, by 
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1 AX Taveat againſt 


* A Copy of And is it likely ſuch Men as theſe, ſhould be ſent of GOD 
thin affdavit to bring us ſuch Halcyon Days as ſome People Dream of? 


taken by a . 3 . 
. Certainly 'tis high time to awake 
tary in the | ; 
City of London, from the Original, that is under the Hand. of a Publick Notary in the 
Hagwe in Holland, I have now by me, which I {hall be ready to [bew to any that defire is, 
In it are theſe Words. 
Nu il wa jamais ſceu mientendu dire dans le Pau, que le dit Cavallier ait e 
Prophete. ---- and atterwards; quoy qu'il porte le meme nom que le Sicur Den- 
ſant, il n'eſt pourtant pas de ſes Parens. 

The Colonel Declares that the Cævallier that has heie fer up for a mighty Prophet, wu 
not eſteem'd ſuch in the cevennes: he never knew nor ugderitood in that Country that he 
was 2 Prophet: And that tho' he bears che ſame Name with the Colonel, he is not relate 
to him. 

The Colonel a'ſo declares in the fame Affidavit, that he never heard that Marien wa 4 
Prophet in the Cevennes ; and that Durand Fage, was never look'd upon any otherwil 
among them, than as a Vag.bond aud a Poltron. | | 


* Mr.Lacy's One of our Engliſb Prophets, and an early Convert, ap 
20.Warmgs, plying to G OD ſince he has been willing to paſs for Inſpir', 
ag. 77. — theſe very Words: Lord they impute Deluſion to me: 
may be ſo: I know not. thou knoweſt, and thou alone. By 
which Saying, he owns himſelf to ſpeak as from G OD, and 
rſonate him, when he knew not but he might both be De- 
uded himſelf, and an Inſtrument of the Deluſion of other. 
Was ever any thing of that kind drop'd by a true Prophet! 
Did any truly Inſpir'd Perſon ever bring a ſpecial Meilage from 
GOD, when he knew not but he might be under a Deluſion? 
3 Nor can it in reaſon be expected we ſhould believe Marion 1 
* h with the Spirit of Truth, becauſe he doth nor certain- 
Iy know it himſelf, He knows indeed that he is ſtrangely 
mov'd and agitated at certain times, but by what Spirit he doth 
not certainly know. If he did certainly know it, he would 
not ſo often doubt of it as the Spirit ſaith he doth}, and there- 
fore it threatens to deſtroy him. I argue then thus: If he 
do not doubt but certainly ow, then it is a Lying Spirit 
t = pag. which often ſays he doubts, and does not believe it: If onthe 
4 21, 2 Other fide he doth often doubt, even when he is under the 
* pay. 39. Operation of the ſaid Spirit, then it is evident hie himſelf doth 
the whele not certainly know, what kind of Spirit it is; whether it be 
Pretend pro a Good Spirit, or a Bad and Lying Spirit f. And if he does 
phecy of ang not know this, what reaſon have we to regard him ? 
on They vent very falſe and wrong Notions of GOD, that att 
where. very injurious to him. Thus for Inſtance, when Marion would 
1 Advertiſe. Preſent how the Bleſſed GOD would be diſpos'd towards the 
mens Pro- Wicked when praying to him upon their being viſited with 
pheriques de his Judgments,he brings him in as uſing theſe Words: I h 
Ele — not whether or no I ſhould then be in the Humour to hear them. 
"4: 3%. that his God is plainly at once both an Ignorant, and % 1 
5 mo 


New. Pꝛophets. 
nourſome Being. Certainly they muſt come of their own 
Heads, or on the Devil's Errand, who make ſuch a repreſenta- 
tion of GOD to Mankind as that is; and charge him with 
ſuch Imperfections as a wife Man would be aſham'd of 

They give moſt wretched Gloſſes upon Scripture, and in 
ome Caſes flatly contradi& it. They turn every thing they 
meet with in our Sacred Records, without any regard to Con- | 
nexion, to their belov'd Millennium ; even to the e Per- ö 
ſons to call in queſtion the Reſurrection of the Body, and a fu- 
ture Judgment. The Scripture ſays expreſly, that bo:h Wheat 
id Tares are to grow together until the Harveſt: And that we 4-13. 30. 
might not be at a loſs as to the time referr d to by that Expreſ- M 
ſon, tis poſitively declar'd that the Harveſt is the end of the Ver. 39. 'M 
ird: Whereas theſe Men ſay, that in their New Diſpenſa- : 0 
tion, (which is not to be the end of the World neither) the 5 » 
Angels ſhall root out the Tares, and there ſhall remain on Earth only Au ny he 1 


b. d Corn. | D 1 
They profane Divine Inſtitutions. Never did I ſee — "I q 
„ching that had ſo horridly 1 an appearance, as a Moc * 
N ſort of a Sacrament, of which we have a particular Account in 

U 


one of their Books, that was manag'd with an empty Plate 
e. ¶ 2nd Cup or Bowl *. The Spirit of GOD could never put upon 
a ſuch an egregious . of his own Appointments, which 2d. Per. 
t: be has fix d in his Church. . pag. 102, 
my They delight in railing Accuſations. They ſay the Body of 103, C 
the Miniſters has left out the Nobleſt part of the Goſpel : and a mul- . Lacy's 
"i fitude of as black Charges are obvious to every Reader. What , 
vonder then is it that they pour the utmoſt Contempt upon Part 111. 
ly them, tho' Chriſt has — his Preſence with them? But P*> 20. 
cu chis Promiſe of his, Miniſters, may plead and depend upon, till 
ug the truth of ſuch Charges is evidenc'd. 
r.. Their management of their Converts ſavours not of Divine 
be Infpiration . They pardon their Sins without Repentance 
1 abi and if they'll reſpe& them as Pꝛopbetg, they Il rea- 
1 dily Bleſs them tho they live in notorious Vice. Thus one | 
Jon being call'd for, had theſe Words ſaid to him under the I 
pretended Inſpiration ; This Day all thy Sins and Iniquities are Mg, Lays fl 
forgiven, and blotted out, and ſhall never be call d to remembrance Warnings. 
_ And yet this John was before notorious for ſotriſh Fart II. 
inking; and is the ſame ſince. . Pag. 1*4- 
1 In their Account of themſelves, there are ſome Circum- 
ſtances that are unſolvable. Thus they tell us that in one 
1 Meeting of theſe Prophets in France, ſeveral of the por FM 
began to ſpeak at once. Whereupon one ſaid to the reſt, In _ 
: f Cry from 
the Name of God be filent : And the others immediately held 5: Bent 
their peace. If the Spirit of GOD was here the Agent, he pag. 22. 
led into a plain Irregularity, and was ſubject to conn i 
s t | 


1 
* Mr. La 


Warning, ⁵⁶ 


A Tavear againſt | 


M. Lacy's of them tho he could not. And yet after all tis Query'd, 


Warmngs, 
Part II. pag 
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Ader he that check the ref, and they thar were check 
they too, then here's Inſpiration againſt Inſpiration. If be 


him, were Inſpir'd, or not: If he was Inſpir'd of GOD, ag 
was not Inſpir' d, but they were, then here's an uninſpireg 
Perſon, who tontroul'd thoſe who were Inſpir'd; which is 
Groſs. Or, if he was Inſpir'd, and they uninſpir'd, bon 
could. others. underſtand the difference when the Symptom 
were the ſame? | — 
And finally their Evaſions when pinch'd, are unbecoming 
Perſons Acting by the Spirit of GOD. Thus when I was Ar. 
guing with one of them about his going for a Noli Proſequi, to 
a Perſon of Eminence, that could not Legally grant it, (and it 
was the very Day after the Fact) he told me very gravely, 
that a Noli proſequi, had a different ſenſe in the Language of the 
Spirit of GOD, from what it had in our Law. And at another 
time, when I was endeavouring to reaſon with him with all 
the Calmneſs I was able, about his Charging all Miniſter 
without exception, with the Spirit of Impoſition ; and I wa 
querying what Impoſitions he could charge on thoſe whom 
he had been related to? He told me thar he had none to charge, 
nor did- he know of any; but that the Words he had us'd were 
the Words of the Spirit of GOD, who could prove the Truth 


What meek Endeavour, what Argument have you brought to convince 


. of Delaſon? As if there was any room for a Convittion, where 


uch Evaſionware allow'd! Alas! all the Arguments in the 
World are inſignificant, to ſuch as think they can confront 
them, by a Viſion or Revelation. 

But to conclude: I can appeal to G OD, that what I have 
deliver'd upon this Occaſion, is (as far as I can judge) the 
fruit of as impartial an Enquiry, and ſerious Thought, and 
as full 'a Conviction of Conſtience as the Subject calls for. 
Tho I queſtion nor but our Pzophets will in the Iflue prove 
Deluded, yet I am dubious how it may affect them; and am not 
without my Fears, that when ſome that at preſent are beyond 
meaſure confident, come to ſee the Groſnels of their Deluſion, 
they may prove deſperate. GOD grant, it may be otherwiſc. 
The LORD in mercy to them make them as ſignal Inſtances of 
Repentance, as they have been of Apoſtacy. Let all good 
Chriſtians Pity and Pray for them. And let bim that t hin teil 
he- flanderb, take heed left he fal. Let us look upon it as an 
humbling Diſpenfation that GOD ſhould ſuffer ſuch 2 Spi- 
rit to break looſe among us. Nay, we ſhould do well to 
turn our Eyes about every way, and take notice of what GOV 
is doing in the preſent Day. If we look Abroad, behold He i, 
ſhaking all theſe Weſtern Nations at once by a conſuming War; 


and according to all appearance, we are upon the _ 


. New Pzophets.' an 


"me conſiderable Revolution. Look to the Church, and 
tings have every where a peculiar Aſpect. There's not a 
oteſtant Church at this Day to be found, but it is divided; 


bend each Party is full of fears and jealouſies, and under con- 
iel er about the Iſſue of preſent Motions. And here at Home, 
h is ot only has every Party its own Principles oppos'd by ſome 
ow nongſt themſelves, but the Common Principles we all go 
mon as Proteſtants and as Chriſtians, were hardly ever more 


goroully and induſtriouſly oppos'd than now. Whatever 
Hind the Devil has in all this, it happens not without the 
wer-intending Providence of Almighty GOD, who withoutzall 
weſtion has a conſiderable Purpoſe to ſerve. He calls us not on- 
Iy to try others, but to ſearch anew into our own Principles 
and Foundations, and not take things upon Truſt. He calls 
s to keep cloſe to his Word, and more accurately to diſtin- 
ber zum between his Revelations, and Human Additions than we 
al s yet have done. We ſhould be careful to fall in with Pro- 
en Widence. Let us heartily receive and entertain the Goſpel. 
Doctrine, and endeavour to adorn it by an Holy Life. This 
will be the beſt way not to fall from our Stedfaſtneſs. This 
will keep us open to all needful Divine Light, and pave the ud 
way for our receiving it : For we have a Promiſe, upon which if 
ve may ſafely depend, Thar if any Man will de his Will, he ſhall Johu 7. 17. 
hm of the Doctrine whether it be of G 0 D. 
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